
Tulsa Reunion Report
By Lucy Lussenden

A number of Kriegies were not able to attend this year either due to health concerns or conflicts in
scheduling but they were with us in spirit.

About 20 Kriegies attended the Reunion along with their wives and members of their families.  Many
more adult children of the Kriegies came this year, and that was great to see.  Altogether we had
about 100 folks in attendance. Herm and Lucy Littman brought five of their children, the Warthen’s
daughters came, as did “Doc” DiFrancesco’s three daughters and some grandchildren.  Brad
Bradford’s daughter came and so did Julie Gionfriddo, daughter of our dear deceased Jack
Rathbone.  Ed Graf attended for the first time since he lost his wife, Peg, with his daughter and her
husband.  Curtis Jones and his wife brought their daughter.  The family of Reid Ellsworth, whom we
lost this year, made a great showing with a number of family members.  Bob and Gladys Thompson’s
son and three daughters came again, as well as at least one granddaughter.  I know that I have
forgotten some folks, but I hope that those families will forgive my bad memory.  I would never
purposely leave out any of our Oflag family.

Needless to say, we all had an absolutely wonderful time!  As Joe Barrett said to a reporter from the
local CBS affiliate who came to film our party, it seems like every year the Reunion gets better and
better.

This year’s Reunion was hosted by Maggie Wagner and her family.  Maggie is the daughter of Ralph
Ball, who passed on in 2001.  Maggie’s son, Jay, and his wife Shonda worked very hard and put
together an outstanding program.  They even managed to provide beautiful blue skies and moderate
temperatures.  What more could you ask for?

Thursday evening, after almost everyone had arrived, we were taken to the home of Maggie and her
husband, Robert Wagner.  They graciously hosted our dinner and entertainment that evening in their
especially beautiful home.  We enjoyed a delicious buffet meal, eating at tables out on their patio and
around their gorgeous backyard and pool.  After our meal, we were entertained by an ensemble of six
women, the Doo Wop-a-doos, who sang several songs from the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s.  They
were a lot of fun and had wonderful voices.  You would have recognized all of the songs and enjoyed
them, too.

Our hospitality room was open almost non-stop during the four days.  We were provided with a
variety of soda pop, coffee, snacks, etc.  As usual, there were many things of interest to read.  Of
course, this was a great way to share photos, socialize and “tell lies,” as some of the Kriegies have
said at past Reunions.
On Friday morning, we enjoyed a super breakfast in the Meeting Room.  Following breakfast, the
business meeting was held.  Bob Thompson conducted most of the meeting, along with Elodie
Caldwell, Reid Ellsworth’s daughter.  Bob is stepping down from his duties and hoping that someone
from the next generation will volunteer to take over his role.  Elodie has been publishing THE ITEM
and doing a fantastic job.  Bob has been getting the paper printed and mailed by a local printer, but
will soon lose his source. Bill Warthen’s daughter, Kathy, from Florida, has volunteered to handle the
printing and distributing of THE ITEM.  She hopes to be able to send it out via e-mail to as many of
our members as possible.  This will reduce postage costs and the amount of time necessary for her
office staff to send out THE ITEM.

Joe Seringer was attending a family affair and thus unable to come this year.  He is looking for
someone to volunteer to take over keeping the books for the Oflag 64 Kriegies.  His health is still



good, but he thinks it would be prudent to find a replacement as soon as possible.  Again, he is
hoping for someone from the next generation to take over.

Jimmie and Lynn Kanaya, Marcia Kanners, Ed Graf and his granddaughter and grandson-in-law, and
Warren Jones, son of Charles L. Jones, joined a tour in September entitled “Americans in Enemy
Hands.”  This tour was conducted by a company called Military Historical Tours.  The group visited
several former POW camps, holding and interrogation centers, and at least one concentration camp.
They said that the tour was really interesting and fun.  The tour company may run the same itinerary
again next year.  They went to Schubin-Oflag 64, Moosburg-Stalag VII A, Zagan-Stalag Luft III (home
of the famous “Great Escape” movie), Colditz Castle-site of Stalag IV C, Barth, retraced the
Hammelburg Raid route, and much more.

Everyone took lots of photos, and Lynn put together a really nice “moving slide show” of the photos.
She presented the show and narrative as part of the meeting. During Lynn’s presentation, there was
a lot of discussion about the buildings at Oflag 64 and identifying them.  One of the Kriegies
mentioned “The Bird” and wondered if it had ever actually existed, since no one he knew had ever
seen it.  Don Graul said that he had definitely seen the radio (“The Bird”), and could confirm that it
was real.  Don had not only seen but handled and even buried “The Bird” at one point.  In the camp, a
few men would listen to the BBC broadcasts on “The Bird”, brief other officers who would then return
to their respective groups and verbally pass on the news. “The Bird” was kept hidden at all times, and
even carried on the long march.  While the tour group was in Schubin, a Polish woman arrived whose
family had lived in or near the camp because her father worked in the camp during the War.  She had
many pleasant memories of those times when the Americans were there, and was thrilled to be able
to meet some of the former Kriegies after all this time.  There was much discussion about the events
surrounding the Hammelburg Raid.  Some of the Kriegies told their stories of how they had
participated by trying to join Abe Baum’s group and escape.  Some did manage to escape and just a
few made it back to American lines.  Others were recaptured and returned to camp.   We certainly
enjoyed a very lively meeting this year.

After lunch, we departed for the Will Rogers Museum.  This was a lovely museum on a spectacular
setting overlooking the surrounding valley.  A professional impersonator, Doug Watson, gave us a
very real and well-done performance of Will Rogers.  His gestures and style were so real.  Following
this performance, we moved to the patio overlooking the valley where we enjoyed a delicious buffet of
baked beans, chicken breast, brisket, kielbasa, salads and followed up with peach, berry, or apple
cobbler.  Good stuff!!!

Saturday we enjoyed a breakfast from McDonald’s in the Hospitality Room, courtesy of Maggie’s
husband, Robert Wagner.  Afterwards, we took a tour of Tulsa and learned about the city’s rich
history, culture and architecture.  Lunch was on our own in either an Olive Garden or P.F. Chang
restaurant.

There was a very good article on the front page of the Saturday TULSA WORLD newspaper
concerning our Kriegies reuniting in Tulsa.  Also included was a photo of Bob Thompson, who lives in
Tulsa.  The article was seen by Eva K. Unterman, a Tulsa resident, who is a Holocaust survivor.
After reading the morning paper, she came directly to our hotel and our Hospitality Room.  She
wanted to meet us and learn as much as she could about the Oflag 64 group. She was seven years
old when the Germans invaded Poland, her birthplace. She said that she and her mother were in
Auschwitz and other camps, and eventually in Theresienstadt concentration camp, the so-called
“typical camp” shown to the International Red Cross which was supposedly an example of how “well”
the prisoners were being treated.  It is unbelievable and certainly a miracle that they both survived all
the camps they were in.  Eva spoke to our group at the Memorial Breakfast on Sunday so she could



give her thanks to all of the Americans, and especially our Kriegies, for all that they did to end the
Nazi nightmare and give her a new life.

The local CBS television affiliate interviewed a few of our Kriegies, and taped a portion of those
interviews and our banquet to be later broadcast on the nightly news.  Our Saturday evening banquet
and entertainment were held in the Meeting Room.  U.S. Senator Tom Coburn was the guest
speaker, followed by Major Michael Gonzales from the 45th Infantry Division Museum in Oklahoma
City.  Afterwards, the Oklahoma Fancy Dancers, a small group of local Native Americans danced and
performed for us.  Each person was dressed in his/her special and beautiful native regalia.  Another
evening of wonderful entertainment!!!

On Sunday morning, breakfast was served in the Meeting Room, following by our Memorial Service.
An FBI chaplain and pastor of Belview Baptist in Tulsa, Tom Branch, gave a nice homily and read the
names of the Kriegies who had passed on since our last Reunion.  He and Don Cagle, also of
Belview Baptist, led us in prayer and songs.  Clarence Meltesen’s daughter, Lynne, sent copies of his
recently republished book “Roads to Liberation,” as a gift to us, which were placed at each of our
table settings.

A few of the children of Kriegies have volunteered to continue hosting our Reunions. Future Reunions
will be hosted, if possible, by “Doc” DiFrancesco’s daughter, Pat Bender (along with the Armed
Forces Reunion people), in Washington, D.C.; Herm Littman’s daughter, Carole Lester, in Dallas TX;
Judy Knight, Ed Graf’s daughter, in Grand Rapids, Michigan; and Julie Gionfriddo, Jack Rathbone’s
daughter, in Ft. Collins, Colorado.  There was a lot of excitement and offers of help, knowing that
these Reunions will continue.  As you know, there is so much love and camaraderie in this group.
After hugging and saying our good-bys for this year, everyone departed for home.

Jerry Palmer, an excellent local professional photographer hired by the Wagners, was present all
weekend, capturing memories for us.  A CD/DVD with approximately 1500 photos is available to buy
for $30.  There probably will be more information about this in the ITEM.

Once again, I want to emphasize what a wonderful Reunion we had, thanks to the Wagner family’s
hard work and dedication to detail.  This certainly was one of our most memorable Reunions.  There
is so much more to report that hasn’t been included here, but hopefully you will get a good picture of
the events as they occurred.  We all appreciate and thank the Wagner family for the great job they
did!


