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One of our first “official” experiences in Poland was at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Our experience 
here was humbling.   
 
Elodie Caldwell shares this information:  For the 
ceremony, the group walked the short distance  
from  the  hotel  to  the  Tomb in “Piłsudski”   
Square .  It is one of the many national tombs of 
unknowns which were erected after   WWI and is 
the most important such monument in Poland.  It 
happens to be the only surviving part of the Saxon 
Palace that occupied that spot until WWII.  
(Obviously, the rest of the Palace didn’t survive the 
bombings.)   
                
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier houses an 
unidentified body of a young soldier that    fell during 
the    Defense of Lwów  .  Also interned there is earth 
from  numerous battlefields where Polish soldiers 

fought.   Those remains are housed in the  surviving 
pillars of the Saxon Palace. The Tomb is constantly 
lit by an eternal flame and  guarded by a 
representative battalion of the Polish Army.  It’s 
where official military commemorations take place 
in Poland and where foreign representatives lay 
wreaths when visiting Poland.   We participated in a 
short ceremony where Tom Cobb spoke.  He was 
followed by other members of our group who laid a 
wreath on the Tomb.  After the wreath laying, we 
were fortunate to be invited into the structure to 
witness a bit of Polish war history.  Accompanying 
us and lending support to our visit,  were Aaron 
Fishman and Colonel Barlow from the US 
Embassy.                                     
 

Click on this link for Associated Press coverage of the event:  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-3774257/Children-US-World-War-II-POWs-emotional-Poland-
visit.html 
 
The last stop on Monday was to the Katyń Museum 
where we had a private tour. Pawel “Paul” Warszynski 
was our guide, just a young  man of 29. The museum is 
fairly new and contains objects, documents and personal 
effects from the site of the Katyń Massacre.                                                                                                                                                                                                              In May 
1943, Oflag 64 Kriegies Lt. Col. John H. Van Vliet II and 
Capt. Donald B. Stewart were forced by the Germans to 
be witnesses to the massacre site investigation in their 
efforts to prove the executions were carried out by the 
Soviets and not the Germans.  By way of historical 
 background, the massacre was a series  of mass 
executions of Polish nationals carried out by a Soviet 
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secret police organization in April and May of 1940. Though the killings took place at several different 
locations, the massacre is named after the Katyń Forest where some of the mass graves were first 
discovered.  The number of victims is estimated to be about 22,000.  Among those who died at Katyń 
were    soldiers   (an   admiral, two    generals,    24    colonels,   79    lieutenant    colonels,    25 majors, 654 captains, 17 
naval captains, 85 privates, 3,420   non-commissioned officers,   and seven chaplains), 200 pilots, 
government representatives and royalty (a prince, 43  officials), and civilians (three landowners, 131 
refugees, 20 university professors, 300 physicians;    several   hundred    lawyers,    engineers,   and   teachers;  
 and    more    than    100 writers and  journalists). In all, the Soviets executed almost half of the Polish officer 
corps and altogether, during the massacre, they executed 14 Polish generals.  The last  stop at the 
museum was to a memorial wall, where the names of those 
who died have been  painstakingly and carefully engraved, 
individually by hand, into metal.      
 
“For me, visiting the museums that have become memorials 
for the victims of atrocities  such  as  this,  has    been   emotional  
 at   times.   It’s   beyond   belief   that   human    life   can  be  
 so disregarded and unimportant to the perpetrators.    What 
horrible experiences for those victims and their families!  
Pawel “Paul” then escorted us to our vehicle, but before 
leaving Pat  Waters gave him a “Patton” medallion.  The 
surprise and joy that was expressed in Paul’s face was 
priceless”. ~ Elodie Caldwell                                                                                                                    
   

Our next “official” experience began in Szubin with 
a stop at the train station near the Oflag 64 camp 
site. All Kriegies started their time in Szubin here.  
We had some time to walk around and reflect on 
this experience in the life of our fathers.  
 
Anne Kreutzer had these thoughts while at the train 
station:  “For me, this was a sobering sight - it is 
now an abandoned, dilapidated, desolate place, 
which suited all the more to let my imagination go 
back to the day in mid-July of 1944 when my father 
arrived at this very site with other Kriegies.  Did 
they know that this was to be their permanent POW 
camp? Had they been given any information about 
what to expect in Szubin?  Were  they curious, 
exhausted, hungry, frightened”?   

 
Our next stop was the Museum Ziemi Szubinskief where 
we met Director Kamila Czechowska. The Regional 
Museum housed exhibits about the general history of 
Kriegy camps in Szubin.  Following a photo opportunity 

at the statue of the pelican 
wounding its breast to feed it chicks 
(the official coat of arms or crest of 
Szubin) we were ecstatic to see the 
former printing house!  The camp 
newspaper, The ITEM, was printed 
here and we saw the actual print 
press.  Jósef Kapsa’s grandson, 
Marek Kapsa was there to welcome 
us and show us the press.  He had 
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just found it a few days before!  The ITEM was a tremendous morale booster for the Oflag 64 Kriegies, 
and it is a historical treasure that some of the Kriegies who escaped out through Russia were able to 
bring copies of the camp newspaper back to the US.  We are indebted to them for their efforts. 
 
From the printing house, we made our way to the Old Town, to the 14th century medieval castle ruins and 
to the Church of St. Martin The Bishop founded at the same time.  The Szubin cemetery was close by 
where Kriegies of other nationalities, who died while in camp, were buried.  Capt. Richard H. Torrence, 
the only American to die while at Oflag 64, was also buried there.  His remains have since been re-
interred at Waco Memorial Park in Texas. 
 
We had hoped to visit the movie theatre ‘Balten-Lichtsplete’ where Kriegies were allowed to see German 
movies at times, under guard, but only had time to take a quick look as we drove by. 
 

We were honored to meet with the Szubin City Council 
in their offices to discuss the city’s plans to create a 
Hall of Remembrance in one of the remaining original 
barracks.  Pictures of Barrack #9 are included at the  
the end of this section.  The City officials included the 
President of the Council Remigiusz Kasprzak, Mayor 
Artur Michalak, and Vice-Mayor Krystyna Sichel. Tom 
Cobb made some introductory remarks in support of 
the Hall of Remembrance and several of us made brief 
remarks as well.  We exchanged gifts and well wishes 

then went straight to the Flame Memorial for the wreath laying. 
 
“Oflag 64 represents a very personal place in my life. My father, George Cobb, was captured on 
February 12, 1944 at Anzio Beach, Italy and was at Oflag 64 until the march from the camp in January 
1945. He remained in the service, fought in Korea and retired as a major.  He died at the age of 49, I had 
just turned 16. Like most veterans, my father rarely spoke about his experience in the wars that he fought 
or the time he spent as a POW. The one time he did speak about any of his experiences was to express 
his appreciation for the kindnesses and help he received from the Polish citizens after his escape from 
the march in January 1945, and as he walked his way through the countryside. (…) we know that many 
Polish citizens put their own lives in jeopardy during the war as they assisted POWs with escapes and 
shared what little food they had.  We, as descendants of American POWs are very grateful for the 
sacrifices of your forefathers and would like to say thank you Poland, then and now, for your support and 
continued interest”. ~ Excerpt from presentation by Tom Cobb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At last we were on the camp site at the Flame Memorial for a brief ceremony to honor and commemorate 
Polish civilians, the Polish, French and Commonwealth of Nations Kriegies, and the American Kriegies 
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held at the camp.  We have seen many photos of former Kriegies pictured in front of the Flame Memorial 
on post-war trips they made to revisit Oflag 64 with their families.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“We were  instructed that Tom Cobb would speak and then Tom and Pat Waters would lay the wreath at 
the base of the monument. However, since we, the kids of the Kriegies had bonded, we ALL decided to 
walk with Tom and Pat to lay the wreath. We were being rebels and our father's would have been so 
proud!” ~ Nancy Thompson Wyatt 
 
Tours of the camp hospital, the former Brig, the Chapel, and the “White House” where the senior officers 
were housed followed.  

The Director of MOAS, Wiesław Guzínski, then 
invited us inside his school to see the very large 
table model of Oflag 64 that his students have 
made over the course of the past few years.  The 
key that they provided along with it was a great 
help for us to get a good feel for the layout of 
how the camp looked when our fathers were 
imprisoned here.  The present-day school 
building has been built over the site where 
several of the Kriegy barracks were originally 
located, but there are still a few original buildings 
standing.  After a lovely lunch, we were treated to 
a tour of the MOAS facility, which is quite 
impressive with class and dormitory rooms as 
well as athletic and recreational areas. 
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After touring the school, we made our way to the remaining barracks and other buildings on the 
campsite, guided by Mariusz Winiecki, a local resident and camp historian. Anne Kreutzer shares her 
memory of this part of the day:  “We then toured the rest of the former Kriegy site, which for me was quite 
meaningful and helped me make a connection with my Dad and the whole property.  There is only one 
brick barracks remaining, and it is in pretty bad shape, but it is the one that if plans work out, will be 
renovated to become the Hall of Remembrance.  Even though the entrance was closed off with caution 
tape, they removed it so that we were able to go inside the dilapidated building for a look around”.  

 
Before leaving the camp site, we gathered together on the 
steps of the “hospital” to have our picture taken together, 
just as some of our fathers had done in 1944.  It was 
definitely another reflective moment as we thought about 
how the Kriegies were grouped, what they were thinking, 
how long they had been standing in the cold, and if they 
were warm enough. 
 
On our way out of town at the end of our day, we stopped 
at the Sierniki Farmhouse.  This was the first overnight 
stop after the Kriegies started their march on January 21, 
1945 to Hammelburg or other camps.   
 
 

Nancy Thompson Wyatt wrote this in her diary:  “One of the other highlights was our visit to the first stop 
on the Kriegies’ march toward Germany.  It was out in the country. I had heard from my father, Robert 
Thompson, they slept in barns several times during their march.  I always wondered how many hundreds 
of men could fit in a barn. Then, when I saw the barn on the first stop, I was amazed at how large it was.  
It was about 1 football field long”! 

 
“It was strange in that there was the barn in 
the distance, a house which looked 
abandoned, and two dogs that were 
chained to a dog house.  One dog was 
dying to play and the other just looked at 
us.  Screams and cackles were coming 
from the barn.  I think wild roosters and 
chickens lived in the barn.  We didn't even 
go close to the barn, because there wasn't 
a path and the weeds were waist high. Plus 
the noises coming from the barn were a bit 
unnerving”. 

 
While our main purpose for going on this 
trip to Szubin was to visit the camp where 
our fathers were held prisoner, we 
happened to be the group to meet with the 
Szubin leadership on the development of a 
permanent Oflag 64 facility and program.  
The Hall of Remembrance is a planned 
development project in Szubin.  The Szubin 
City Council meeting we attended was to 
discuss and learn about the project and 
how we could help.   
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Pat Waters, Elodie Caldwell, and Marlene 
McAllister will be our representatives as 
honorary committee members on the Szubin 
Poland committee to steer the project.  Tom 
Cobb, Dave Stewart, Anne and Tom Kreutzer, 
Taylor McAllister, Nancy Wyatt, and Janet 
Ellsworth join Pat, Elodie and Marlene to form a 
small steering committee.  We will reach out to 
any and all Oflag 64 Association Kriegies and 
families or interested parties to further the 
project.   

 
Another important project we learned about 
was the creation of a Language Lab at MOAS 
or the school for boys.  The US Embassy, if 
approved, will fund this lab.  It is important to 
the Hall of Remembrance, as the boys would 
provide some of the skill sets and hands-on 
labor needed to renovate and furnish the Hall of 
Remembrance.   

 
Janet Ellsworth expressed her feelings about 
the trip to Poland like this:  “My experience in 
Poland, and more specifically Szubin, was very 
pleasant.  The citizens were very hospitable 
throughout our trip.  Along with our desire to 
support the Hall of Remembrance, the citizenry 
of Szubin were excited to support us as well.  It 
felt like an effort of mutual support.  We have a 
great group of leaders in our efforts, ones who 
know how to and are willing to carry our torch 
forward.  I am in full support of these projects.  

Thank you to our leaders and the leaders in Szubin for their leadership and support!  Our fathers 
experienced the hospitality of the people of Szubin as much as was safe for them.  We have experienced 
it as well.  What a beautiful country with such rich history and equally lovely people.”  We echo her 
feelings! 
 
What Can We Do Now?   
 
We are very excited about the development of a permanent exhibit and museum for Oflag 64.  The 
remaining barracks will need to be completely repaired and renovated if possible.  The pictures included 
at the end of this report show the deteriorating condition of the building.   
 
We want the building to be accurate.  There will be future needs for uniforms, gifts of pictures, tapes, 
written diaries, and other items you may want to donate to the Hall of Remembrance.  We will keep you 
informed through The ITEM of updates and requests as the project develops.    

 
 


