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Looking towards the future...

Over the years, we have received several emails asking what will become
of the ITEM and the website when we are no longer able to manage them. We
aren’t getting any younger, so this has been on our minds for a while.

One great suggestion we've received recommended that we involve our
Kriegy Grandkids and, ultimately, turn things over to them. We, as Kriegy Kids,
became involved when our fathers began inviting us to reunions or different ex-
POW functions, where they taught us the history of the war, their capture, their
POW life, their escape or release from captivity and how to stay involved
afterwards.

Our Kriegy fathers were not just a bunch of old men. They were great
patriots and heroes, many of them very young at the beginning of WWII, who
served their country in a great time of need. By war’s end, many had experiences
they never wanted to repeat, but that made them the great men they became and
instilled in them the love of their country, it’s principles and values. Participating
with our fathers and their fellow Kriegies at Reunions gave me a greater
understanding and appreciation of what went on during the war and instilled in me
the importance of keeping their memories alive not only by researching, but also
by posting information and photos we've received to our website and by
publishing the ITEM with similar information. Email communications, hand-written
letters, photos, boxes or envelopes of information, phone calls, Zoom calls have
all been invaluable in helping to keep the memories of our dear Kriegies alive.

Please think about involving our Kriegy Grandkids. Once they become
involved, they’ll be hooked. We need them. Our Kriegies need them to keep thelr
memories alive. We, as Kriegy Kids, won't live forever.

Best to you,
Elodie Caldwell, ITEM Editor, elodie@oflag64.us
Bill Caldwell, Webmaster, webmaster@oflaq64 us
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A Little Company Business

MANY THANKS

MANY THANKS to

5 n | Ric Kolseth, our

Y Y. POW  Database

manager, for

uploading the updates we send.

Please check the website POW

Database page to make sure your

Kriegy’s information is correct
and email any changes to us at:

elodie@oflag64.us

Postage Fund Contributions

Because we are no
longer mailing the
ITEM by US Mail,
all contributions to
the Oflag 64 Postage Fund will
now be used for running the
Oflag 64 website, which totals
approximately $475 per year.
These contributions are still
needed, so please make your
checks payable to Oflag 64
Postage Fund, and send them to:

«h/

Bret Job
2801 SW 46™ St
Cape Coral FL 33914-6026

OR

Elodie Caldwell
2731 Terry Ave
Longview WA 98632-4437

OR if you prefer, you may
contribute to the Postage Fund
by using the Venmo app,
@Oflag64

Postage Fund Contributors

MARK EVANS
PETER FORMAN (from
Custodians of History)

Thank You!!

Oflag 64 Remembered

Honoring our Kriegy Patriots and Heroes
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Kriegy Discoveries

While recently researching
Kriegy obituaries to add to our
website, we found 53 more
Kriegies who were interred at
Arlington National Cemetery
(totaling 100 so far), 32 who
graduated from West Point, 6
who graduated from The Citadel
Military Academy of South
Carolina, 17 who have Wikipedia
pages, and information showing
their post-war professions of the
majority of our Kriegies. We also
found that the Oflag 64 Virtual
Cemetery on FindAGrave now
has over 1460 memorials of our
men. You can check to see if
your Kriegy is there at:
http://bit.ly/3In90mB Many of
our men lived very long,
fulfilling and happy lives.
Unfortunately, some of them died
young after the war and had sad
and unexpected ends. We honor
and revere all our men who were
held captive at Oflag 64.

Researching has brought these
men to life. We have found
photos of them as young men,
dressed in military uniforms,
photos of them as they have aged,
articles about them and their
POW  experiences including
capture, captivity, escape, return
to the US and even information
about their continued war service
in the Korean War where some
were captured and held as POWs
there as well.

If you would like to participate
with the Kriegy Research Group
in learning more about our great
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Kriegy heroes and patriots, please

contact us at: elodie@oflag64.us.

You would enjoy it. We all work

at our own pace and meet

quarterly by Zoom to report on

our work and findings. We

would love to add you to our

group. We still need people to

help with the following:

¢ Find Kriegy interviews

e Find Kriegy articles written
by or about them

e Research Kriegy commis-
sioning locations and dates

e Research Newspapers.com
for Kriegy information

e Research Veterans History
Project records or military
websites for Kriegy infor-

mation

e Locate Kriegy books or
writings

e Locate Kriegy Wikipedia
pages

e  Write bios
Transcribe audio/video files

You say you don’t have time? Is
there a half-hour or an hour once
a day, once a week, once a month
or more that you can devote to
this meaningful project? Please
consider joining our team.
Participate on your own or with
family members. We need you!!
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2025 Treasurer’s Report

Thank you, Bret, for taking care of our Oflag 64 Postage Fund expenses for another year. We appreciate
your willingness to be responsible for these funds. On the chart below, the donations showing were from
individuals to the Postage Fund specifically. The costs involved were primarily related to our website
expenses but there were a couple of other expenses related to the last printed and mailed ITEM that were
also incurred. As you can see, we have enough funds to support website maintenance, hosting, renewal
and the POW Database page for about another year or two.

Bret Job has been an excellent Treasurer. And he has made it easy for each of us to contribute to the
Postage Fund by using Venmo. (See page 2 of this ITEM for donating by Venmo). It just takes a few clicks
on your smart phone or other device and voila, it's done. If Venmo doesn’t work for you, you can still
contribute by sending your Postage Fund check to either Bret Job or Elodie at the addresses listed on
Page 2 of this ITEM.

Date Balance Donations Costs Misc EOM Balance
2024 Totals $2,215.39 $815.99 $854.11 $0.00 $2.177.27
01-01-25 $2,177.27 $0.00 $98.86 $0.00 $2,078.41
02-01-25 $2,078.41 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,178.41
03-01-25 $2,178.41 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,278.41
04-01-25 $2,278.41 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,278.41
05-01-25 $2,278.41 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,278.41
06-01-25 $2,278.41 $20.00 $84.95 $0.00 $2,213.46
07-01-25 $2,213.46 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,313.46
08-01-25 $2,313.46 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,313.46
09-01-25 $2,313.46 $0.00 $534.23 $0.00 $1,779.23
10-01-25 $1,779.23 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,779.23
11-01-25 $1,779.23 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,779.23
12-01-25 $1,779.23 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,779.23
2025 $1,779.23 $320.00 $718.04 $0.00 $1,381.19

With the new year just around the corner, now would be an excellent time to think about what worthy cause
or causes you might want to support during 2026. The Oflag 64 Postage Fund is a worthy cause and is
greatly in need of donations to maintain the Oflag 64 Remembered website.

Please consider giving a generous donation to our fund. We thank you in advance.




It’s always a great pleasure hearing from our Oflag 64 families. Even though it’s been six months since the
last ITEM was published instead of three as was done in the past, we are still grateful for your emails and
letters. Thanks for continuing to keep us in “your” loop and for sending information. We love reading about
how and what you are doing. Please stay in touch! Note: Not all emails received by us are published in
Mail Call, mainly because they are business in nature or may be a short one- or two-word reply to an email
or request we’ve sent.

May 2025

David R. Anderson, son of the late Kriegy Everette R. Anderson, wrote: “Without you folks’ hard work and
dedication, | would have never had the great information regarding my Dad's time in the WW2 pow camp
and his eventual escape. The POW group photo of my Dad is incredible. | just wished | had have discovered
your website before my Dad had passed away! He would have loved it! Thanks for keeping all of the
POWS memories alive. Once again, | cannot thank you enough. Your website also aided greatly in
reconnecting with some members of my family on my Dad’s side, some of which | did not know even
existed. You folks are a national treasure!” In a separate email he sent an article about D-Day and the
Greatest Generation. You can access it by clicking on this link: bit.ly/4hgMWCx

June 2025

Joe Alexis-Tomkiel, son-on-law of the late Kriegy E. Jerry Alexis, wrote: “My wife, Maren R. Alexis-Tomkiel
passed away on Christmas Eve, 2024. She was the daughter of E. Jerry Alexis and she was so proud of
his service to our nation. As an Army officer myself, | met Maren too late to know her dad. Fortunately, |
had Maren to help me meet Jerry to a degree as a WWII POW, her father, and pastor.” (See the TAPS
section of this ITEM for Maren’s obituary. Joe, our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.)

Julian E. Boggess lll, son of the late Kriegy Julian E. Boggess Jr, in response to our request for obituaries
for our website, sent a write-up with a brief description of his Dad’s life. See the Kriegy Obituary section
under Archives on our website.

Cindy Sharpe Burgess, daughter of the late Kriegy Wilbur B. Sharpe, wrote: “Thank you for the very
informative ITEM in recent days. Absolutely amazing all the information you have gathered over the years.
Such a gift to the Kriegies and their families.”

Bradley D. Cook and Peter Forman, both working on the same journal featuring the late Kriegy Craig D.
Campbell, wrote for permission to use Craig’s POW ID card from our website. We gave permission with a
request that they credit our website. They also shared information they had on Craig and once their journal
was published, they willingly sent us both a digital and a hardcopy. We'll be adding their publication to our
website. What a great exchange! Also, they asked that we let everyone know about their society, The
Manuscript Society, which collects old letters, documents, and autographs and publishes them in volumes
called ‘Manuscripts’. The volume | received from them was very informative and well done. If you have
questions, please visit their website at: https://libraries.indiana.edu/university-archives or contact me at
elodie@oflagb4.us and | will connect you with them. Brad asked to be added to our email list, which we
have done.

Mark Evans, son of the late Kriegy, Warren E. “Bing” Evans sent a very thoughtful donation to our Oflag
64 Postage Fund. (Thank you very much Mark.)
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Bob Gunn, unknown relationship to us at this time, sent information to add to our POW Database page for
Robert Bernard Miller, Jr. We responded to Bob and asked for any other information he may have, a POW
card, obituary, biography, etc. We have not heard back yet but will continue to look for information on our
own while we wait.

Judy Graf Knight, daughter of the late Kriegy Edward A. Graf, wrote: “These men were so brave and had
long lives! Many living to 90-100+. | believe it was due to many survival techniques they taught
themselves. Getting to know these men and hear their stories first handed was much more than any history
class could ever teach! Thank you for publishing the Item for all of us to enjoy!”

Billy Joe Peyton, son of the late Kriegy Walter R. Peyton, contacted us a few years ago about adding his
father to the Kriegy Database page on our website. We didn’t at the time have any information to confirm
that his dad was there, but recently we received a copy of his dad’s march to Hammelburg log as well as
a “bio” printed in the EMCO magazine. We’re happy to say that Walter's name has been added to our
database page and was recently added to the TAPS page. His biography will be added ASAP. (See the
Topics of Interest Page for one of Walter’'s long march log pages.)

Susan Wilcox Richardson, daughter of Lumund Wilcox, in response to our request for obituaries for our
website, sent a copy of her dad’s obituary and thanked us for all we do.

John Rodgers, Jr., son of the late Kriegy John R. Rodgers, Sr., wrote: “It is with sadness that | need to
report the passing of my father, John R. Rodgers, on 9 June 2025. He was most proud of his association
with Oflag 64. His obituary can be read at https://www.fcths.com/obituaries/john-rodgers-
16/#!/Obituary. He will be interred at Barrancas National Cemetery, Pensacola, FL on 3 July 2025.” See
the TAPS section of this ITEM for John Sr.’s obituary. John, our thoughts and prayers are with you and
your family.)

Ann Chapel Rogers, niece of the late Kriegy Frank N. Aten, wrote: “The new Item is wonderful and
assembled with the usual care and organization that you and Bill always exhibit. The obituary page caused
a tightness in my chest! Today is another Anniversary—having been fortunate enough to visit on the 41st
anniversary of D-Day, we could mentally see the men coming to shore— and later that day, Don and son
Wes standing with John Howard at the bridge “Hold until relieved “. Thanks for continuing to use your
considerable talents for the Remembering project.” — In a later email, Ann sent a suggestion for a great
WWII book to read called Remember Us. Several of our Oflag 64 Kriegy Kids have read it already and
have found it captivating and a must read. It’s a collection of personal stories.

John M. Savage, cousin and only living relative of the late Kriegy Joseph P. Savage, in response to our
request for obituaries for our website, sent a copy of his dad’s obituary that appeared in The Buffalo News
on Friday, August 8, 2014, page 37.

Linda Vitale, daughter of the late Kriegy Robert Edwin Levin, wrote to let us know that they did not yet have
a date for the Arlington service and burial for her dad. We hope to hear soon but we know that Arlington
is backed up. Hopefully it won’t be long. Robert’s obituary was published in the last ITEM but you can
access obituary at this link: https://www.bolesfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Robert-Edward-
Levin?obld=34288344#/obituarylnfo

July 2025

Isaac Franklin Philo, great grandson of the late Kriegy Isaac “Ike” Franklin, contacted us about a website
access issue he was having. You might notice our website is now secure and the URL now shows an “s”
at the end of the http. Once we tweaked a few things and became a secure site, the issue resolved for

him. He also asked to be added to our email list, which we have done.
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Glenn Russell, manager of the Virtual Cemeteries “Oflag 64 POWSs” Find-a-Grave page reports that he has
identified and/or added to date over 1460 POWs to his memorials page. Please check to see if your Kriegy
is there and if his information is correct. Also, if you have anything to share with Glenn, you can contact
him through this site https://www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/932587?page=1#sr-66731737 He has
put in countless hours to serve our Kriegies in this way. We give him our utmost thanks and appreciation.
Glenn also asked to be added to our email list, which we have done.

August 2025

Timothy Barkovic, son of the late Kriegy Steve A. Barkovic, at our request sent us a copy of an original
photo of his dad that we found online. He wrote: “l do not know the entire history behind it, except as
follows. After the war, dad stayed in the Army and became an MP. He was stationed in Vienna, Austria,
which was then controlled by the four powers, Russian, French, English and US. My dad was the chief
MP of Vienna once every four months. At the end of every month, they would have a ceremony where
they would hand authority over the city to the next government in charge. Apparently, it was something
special as they would have a parade and the ceremony was held in front of city hall. The photo was taken
before | was born, but | was told that it was published in Time Magazine, as this was at the height of the
cold war and you did not find many events where the Russians and Americans would communicate or
have any contact. This was a rare photo of the US and the Soviets’ shaking hands. Gentlemen do not
shake hands with gloves on, and | believe that dad's commanding officer told him not to remove his glove
while shaking the Soviets hand.” (See the Topics of Interest section of this ITEM.)

Marlene McAllister, daughter of the late Kriegy Robert T. Thompson, has been looking through our online
obituaries for family foundations or other foundations that might be willing to become donors to the Tin
Store Museum. If you have a family foundation or know of another foundation that would be willing to
donate to our Tin Store or set up an endowment fund, please let me know at elodie@oflag64.us and | will
pass the information along. Separately, Marlene noticed that many of our men had very long marriages,
lived long lives, and seemed accomplished in their careers. So, what did they do that helped them cope
with the war and being a POW? It would be great to study these men in a little more depth.

Rita Dilburn Paulk, daughter of the late Kriegy Ernest L. Dilburn, wrote to follow up on a past email
requesting biographical information on her dad. She reported some serious health issues she and her
husband have both been having that have prevented her from sending information. They are both going
through treatment. We wish them both well and that treatments are successful.

Dave Stewart, son of the late Kriegy Donald B. Stewart, sent copies of 3 funeral photos from the Leo W.
Fisher collection he received some time ago. Dave is the Friends of Oflag 64 Artifacts Committee
Chairman and has been the one responsible for getting our artifacts to Poland for the upcoming opening
of the Tin Store Museum on the site of Oflag 64 in Szubin Poland. The photos are yet unidentified, but it
is thought that they may have been taken at Oflag IX/AZ. Your Kriegy may have been there too. If you
have copies of these photos and can identify their location and who the funeral was for, please let me know
at elodie@oflag64.us (See the Topics of Interest section of this ITEM.)

September 2025

Lisa Hindelang Breland, daughter of the late Kriegy William P. Hindelang Jr., wrote to let us know that she
donated her father’s diary to the National WWII Museum in New Orleans. The curator there, Kim Guise,
gave her the link to our website. Lisa asked to be added to our email list, which we have done.

Tom Detmers, son of the late Kriegy Arthur V. Detmers, sent details of his father’s capture in Italy to be
added to the end of his biography. Included along with the additional information is an early drawing of his
dad done when he was at Camp Robinson before being promoted to 1LT. You can find the addition and
picture on our website Kriegy Biographies page by going to Archives.
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Anne Hoskot Kreutzer, daughter of the late Kriegy Nathaniel R. Hoskot, wrote that on this year's National
POW/MIA Recognition Day 11 volunteers from Friends of Oflag 64 put a small American flag and an
explanatory tag on the gravesites or columbarium niches of one hundred former Kriegies from Oflag 64
buried at Arlington National Cemetery. Last year they only had the names of 46 men buried there, but this
year 54 more Kriegies names were found on "Oflag 64-FInd A-Grave" and added to the list of those interred
at Arlington. (Thanks Anne and group for this service, and also for providing flags for others.)

Marie-Louise Lodge, niece of the late Kriegy Fred R. Lodge, wrote to ask about her uncle’s Division. Our
POW Database says he was part of the 358 Inf (9 ID). It's her understanding that the 358" Infantry was a
part of the 90" Infantry Division, not the 9. So, is this a typo? It's important to her because she’s been
trying to determine if he landed on Utah Beach in Normandy or rather earlier in North Africa. In a later
email she wrote she had learned that the 358" was part of the 90" Infantry Division. We will make the
change to our database once she confirms that her uncle was indeed part of the 90"". She hopes to do
that by requesting his Official Military Personnel File and will then let us know.

Marlene Thompson McAllister, daughter of the late Kriegy Robert T. Thompson, asked about Kriegy Kids,
of the Kriegies in the entry below this one, who might be associated with our group. Names were provided.

Nancy Thompson Wyatt, daughter of the late Kriegy Robert T. Thompson, sent a copy of the Kriegy
interview notes that her niece, Taylor McAllister, took at the Oflag 64 Reunion in Spokane Washington.
Interviewed were Kriegies Herb Garris, Roy Chappell, Reid Ellsworth, Abe Baum from Hammelburg. The
reunion program Taylor kept included the signatures of the previous four Kriegies plus Kriegies Bill
Warthen, Vinton Thompson, Joe Seringer, Don Graul, Ted Rinehart, Lewis Lowe, Walter Heisler, Clarence
Meltesen, and one other, possibly Robert T. Thompson.

Glenn Russell, manager of the Virtual Cemeteries “Oflag 64 POWSs” Find-a-Grave page, contacted us
again with the names of several WWII veterans whose name appear on our Oflag 64 Database, but who
he hasn’t been able to confirm were Oflag 64 veterans. In doing more research, we have found that they
were either not held at Oflag 64 or were not captured at all.

October 2025

Tom Cobb, son of the late Kriegy George A. Cobb, shared information about an article that appeared in
the Charleston Post and Courier recently about a Jewish POW airman and his experience in captivity. If
you are able to access the article online, it's a must read.

Lynn Kanaya, widow of the late Kriegy Jimmie Kanaya, was contacted by us regarding taking a trip to
Szubin next May for the opening of the Tin Store. She responded that she will not be able to attend the
opening but hopes to go another day. She sent well wishes for the success of the Tin Store.

Marlene Thompson McAllister, daughter of the late Kriegy Robert T. Thompson, wrote that the Thompson
family will be well represented at the opening of the Tin Store next May. One will even be traveling from
South Africa to be there. Others will be traveling from various places in the States. In a separate email,
she sent a link to an oral history of her father found at the Tulsa Historical Society. Check out this link:
https://tulsahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/1E2252F5-EE44-47D9-B7DF-445125073271

Glenn Russell, manager of the Virtual Cemeteries “Oflag 64 POWSs” Find-a-Grave page, through his
research, has found two or three Kriegies whose historical information matches them, but not their military
serial numbers. We are puzzled when official records have conflicting information. We have work to do!

Nancy Thompson Wyatt, daughter of the late Kriegy Robert T. Thompson, sent photos of herself at the
cemetery where her uncle Paul, her father’s oldest brother, was buried. She noted that he was a West
Point graduate, class of 1929. (See the Topics of Interest section for more information.)
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Topics of Interest

Over the years, we have occasionally published information about the MIS-X escape and evasion program
that took place during WWII. Several of our men held at Oflag 64 were participants in this program in one
way or another. The paragraph below gives an overview of the program. An interesting website lists the
men who participated. You'll find the majority of our Kriegy participants listed on page 4; check the right-
hand column for the camp locations. Scroll down. https://www.conscript-heroes.com/Art38-MIS-X.html

MIS-X - The Military Intelligence Service-X (MIS-X) was a classified section of the United States
Department of War that was established to aid U.S. personnel trapped or held captive by the
enemy during World War Il (WWII). Its functions included training airmen in escape/evasion
techniques and proper conduct if captured. MIS-X was also tasked with gathering intelligence
information from returning POWSs and escapees, including the location of enemy camps, enemy
interrogation techniques, the location of local escape networks, and the identification of enemy
collaborators. MIS-X established and disseminated codes to airmen so that, if captured, they
could transmit information about the enemy in their letters home. MIS-X also planned and
facilitated the rescue of Allied POWs who were trapped behind enemy lines. MIS-X operated in
all theaters of the war and is credited with assisting some 16,000 U.S. personnel with their return
to Allied territory.

* % % % % %

This photo was sent by Sharon Hutchison, daughter of the lake Kriegy Isaac “lke” Franklin. The photo is
not labeled so she doesn’t know where it was taken or who her Dad is with, but he is the one in the middle.
Sharon commented that they all look too happy for it to have been taken while at a POW camp. A quick
check on Google seems to indicate that the other two men were probably from Scotland.

- gec i
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This copy of the first page of Walter R. Peyton’s long march log was sent by his son, Billy Joe Peyton.
We’re thankful to him for this information because we previously had no knowledge that Walter had been

at Oflag 64.
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These photos are part of the Leo W. Fisher collection sent by his son Steven Fisher. Do you know the
location of this funeral and who the funeral was for?
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This photo sent by Timothy Barkovic of his dad shaking hands with a Soviet soldier was featured in Time
Magazine after the war. Steve Barkovic is on the left. See the Mail Call section under Timothy’s name for
details.




Pictured left is Marlene Thompson McAllister, at her
father’s gravesite at Fort Gibson National Cemetery
in Oklahoma, where on POW/MIA Recognition Day
she placed flowers, a small flag, and memorial note.
She commented that her father was the only Oflag 64
veteran buried there.

Pictured below is Nancy Thompson Wyatt, at the
Saint James (Manche), FR Brittany American
Cemetery and Memorial where she visited her uncle
Paul’s gravesite. He was her father’s oldest brother
and was killed during WWII.  While there, she was
able rub sand on his name, on his grave cross.
Nancy commented that the process of rubbing beach
sand was touching even though she never had the
opportunity to meet her uncle. She was especially
touched when the cemetery official, Emilie Pouliquen,
said the sand came from Omaha Beach. Emilie had
information from her own research about Paul that
Nancy did not know, so more to learn.
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Publications

We’re always looking for a hard copy of books written by or about our Kriegies and their experiences during

the war.

Currently we're looking for The Fighting 36" Historical Quarterly, volume 1 (#1-3), volume 2 (#1, 2, 4),
volume 3 (#4), volume 4 (#1), volume 12 (#2). If you have any of these issues and would be willing to

donate them, please let us know.

Are you looking for these? Please contact......

Vic Kanners’ Diary “Horseshit and Cobblestones” is available through Marilyn Kanners Beckham (Vic’s
daughter). You can write to her at: 3608 W BRADFORD DR, BLOOMFIELD HILLS MI 48301-3353.
New email address is: marilynkbeckham@gmail.com

TAPS

Kriegies

We have been notified of the passing of the following
Kriegies, some from past years, others more recently.

1975 Ernest M. Cassidy
1998 William V. Martz

1998 Elmer L. Myers

2003 Harry T. Schuliz

2009 William P. Hindelang Jr.
2024 Robert E. Levin

2024 Rupert D. Starr

2025 John R. Rodgers, Sr.

William P. Hindelang, Jr.
1923 - 2009

William (Bill) P. Hindelang, Jr. passed away on
Monday, March 9, 2009. Beloved husband and
companion of Grace Everard Hindelang. Son of
the late William and Verna Hindelang. Father of
Lisa H. Breland (Jim), Billie Jo H. Pigniolo (Jerry),
Tricia H. Vise (John), Brenda Bankston (Lenny),
Sue H. Manlove, Padi H. Civelo, and the late
Samuel P. Hindelang (Mary). Grandfather of
Ashley, James, Peyton, Madison, Cassidy, Matt,
Marley, Chris, Matthew, and Vanessa. Great
grandfather of 2 great grandchildren. Brother of
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Dr. Alvin F. Hindelang (Elsie). Also survived by a
host of other family members and friends. Age 86
years.

Born in New Orleans, LA and resided in Gretna
for the past 44 years. Bill was awarded
the Silver Star while serving in the %
United States Army for 4 years. He %
was also a retired Major Escaped

POW in World War Il. He was an avid LSU fan
and earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Mechanical Engineering while attending LSU,
where he was a member of the LSU Boxing
Team. He was also a member of the Alumni of
Jesuit High School. Bill was a member of the
Knights of Columbus #1905, Past Grand Knight
of St. Cletus #8615, a Member of the 4th Degree
in the Knights of Columbus # 1905, a Member of
the American Legion Post 64, Senior Vice of
Veterans of Foreign War Post 3121, Past
Member of Theta Golden Ages, a Member of the
Terrytown Golden Ages, and a Member of the
Military Order of the Cooties Pub #3.

Relatives and Friends of the Family are invited to
attend a Funeral Mass at MOTHE FUNERAL
HOME, 2100 Westbank Expressway, Harvey, LA
on Friday, March 13, 2009 at 1 PM. Interment in
Westlawn Memorial Park Cemetery, Gretna, LA.


mailto:marilynkbeckham@gmail.com

Visitation at the funeral home on Friday from 10
AM until 1 PM. Information: 504.366.4343.

Bill’s obituary can also be found at:
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/nola/name
/william-hindelang-obituary?id=12073706

John Robert Rodgers Sr.
1923 - 2025

John Rodgers was the
oldest child and first son of
Robert  William  ‘Billie’
Rodgers and Margaret
Ellen ‘Madge’ (Carter), and
was born in Temple, Bell
Co, Texas. He had a
younger brother and sister.
During his last year of high school, where he said
he was not a particularly strong math student, he
joined the Texas National Guard outside of Paris,
Texas so as to earn the drill rate of $1.00 a week
to help with the family expenses. In 1940, when
his guard unit was notified it was going to be
called up and he was only 17, his company
Captain advised him that he did not have to go,
that he could resign, but he declined that offer and
went off with his company when they were
activated prior to WW II.

Since his Guard unit was a medical unit, he was
sent to the US Army Fitzsimmons Hospital,
Denver, Colorado, for formal training. During that
time, the “War Department” put out a call for all
interested to apply for pilot training which he did.
He was accepted, and attended basic flight
training at Brooks Field, Texas. Upon completion
he was Commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant and sent
for reconnaissance flight training. Upon being
transferred to North Africa he was assigned to a
dive bomber unit and the A36 (initial model of the
P51) aircraft. He was only there for a short while
and a few flights, and during one flight over Sicily
he was shot down by ground fire; bailed out and
was captured by a German Sergeant. As a result
of his shoot-down, he was wounded and received
the Purple Heart.

For the next year and several months he was a
POW of the Germans — and in 1986 he was
awarded the POW medal. When Gen. George
Patton landed in Europe and his army was
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liberating allied POW camps the Germans
decided to prevent the allied POWs
from being returned to the Allies,
moving all their remaining POWs to
Germany. This was during January, in
the dead of winter, and resulted in the longest
forced march, lasting more than 30 days, and
covering more than 300 miles - John Rodgers,
was part of that march, during which his feet were
severely frost-bitten. While interred in POW
camp, he met and became close friends with 1st
Lieutenant Harry Everet Evans. After being
repatriated and before returning home he met
Faye Hope Evans (sister of Everet) on a blind
date for both. They were married a couple weeks
later.

!

John stayed in the Army Air Force and was
transferred to the U.S. Air Force when it was
created in 1949. The U.S. Air Force refused to
credit his underage service with the Texas
National Guard, requiring him to stay on active
duty longer before retiring. He finally retired in
1961, after 20 years (credited) active military duty
and the family moved to sunny Florida. He
continued to fly and was the corporate pilot for
Gulf American Land Corporation. As a result of a
complete hearing loss caused by flight operations
and continuing to suffer from neuropathy of the
feet he was awarded a 100% disability after his
military retirement. In 1985 he decided to fully
retire and to stay in Florida. In 2007, his wife of 62
years passed away and is buried in Barrancas
National Cemetery, NAS, Pensacola, Florida.
On 9 June 2025, after living 102 years and four
months, to the day, John R. Rodgers, Sr., passed
away peacefully at home with his son, John Jr.,
and family.

He was a good father, always worked to be the
example of the person he wanted his children to
be. Everyone was proud to be related to and to
have known him. He will be greatly missed. He is
survived by his son, John R. Rodgers, Jr., and
wife Meredith, of Pensacola, Florida and William
H. Rodgers of Fort White, Florida; Sisters: Kathy
Rodgers, of Seabrook, Texas, Susan and
husband Angelo Papalexanderis, of Houston,
Texas; Grandchildren: Kristie and husband John
Peppers, of Pensacola, Florida, Renee Rodgers,
Ft White, Florida, Adam and Katie Rodgers, Boca
Raton, Florida; Jeromy and Veronica Rodgers,
Davie, Florida; and eight Great Grandchildren,
Amber and Byron Hall-Peppers, Morgan
Peppers, John Peppers, Katherine Peppers,


https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/nola/name/william-hindelang-obituary?id=12073706
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/nola/name/william-hindelang-obituary?id=12073706

Kalie Rodgers, Torie Rodgers, Kemie Rodgers,
and Tiana Rodgers.

Interment will be at Fort Barrancas National
Cemetery, Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida
at 2:00 P.M. 2 July 2025.

The story of the Gen Patton liberation of the
camps and the forced march is told in the book,
Raid!: The Untold Story of Patton’s Secret
Mission, by Richard Baron.

Video interviews of John R. Rodgers, Sr., by
Witness To War, Atlanta, GA, can be found
at http://www.Witnesstowar.org

[To our knowledge, John was our last living
Kriegy.]

John’s obituary can be found at:
https://www.fcfhs.com/obituaries/john-rodgers-

16/#!/Obituary

Kriegy Wives

Arlene Rosenthal
1937 ~ 2024

Beloved mother, grandmother,
and great-grandmother, Arlene
Shirley Davis Rosenthal, 87,
passed away on March 31,
2024, the same day her brother
Allan was laid to rest.

Born January 5th, 1937, in St Petersburg Florida
to the late Max and Lillian Davis, owners of Max
Davis clothing store in downtown St. Petersburg.
The Davis family was among the twelve Jewish
families who co-founded Congregation B'Nai
Israel, the oldest synagogue in St. Petersburg
where her father Max served as one of its earliest
Presidents.

Arlene was a lifelong and proud resident of St.
Petersburg Florida. She and her loving husband
of 42 years, Richard, followed in their families'
retail footsteps having owned and operated
Southland Furniture Store on Central Avenue for
more than 35 years.

She took on a variety of roles in support of her
hometown including serving as the Treasurer of
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Congregation B'Nai Israel and volunteering for a
number of political campaigns. The cause closest
to her heart were the years she spent as a Florida
Holocaust Museum docent and the impact she
had on all visitors, but she was most proud of the
impression the Museum made on future
generations. She was recognized many times for
her work at the Museum and in 2005, the City of
St. Petersburg awarded Arlene the Ray of
Sunshine Award for outstanding volunteer
service.

Arlene will be remembered by the many people
whose lives' she impacted, from her neighbors
turned lifelong friends in northwest St.
Petersburg, her girlfriends with whom she shared
many lunches, game nights and trips around the
world, and her family, especially her two sons,
grandchildren and great grandchildren who were
her pride and joy.

Arlene was predeceased by her husband and
father of her two children, Richard, second
husband [and former Oflag 64 Kriegy] George,
parents Lillian and Max Davis, sister Marie
Waitsman (Leonard), brother Allan Davis,
brother-in-law Eugene Rosenthal (Carol), and
niece Mindy Waitsman. She is survived by her
two sons Jeffry (Lori) and Neal, three
grandchildren Tailor (Zack), Terah (Tyler), Adam
(Michelle), two great-grandchildren Brylie and
Olivia and sister-in-law Judy, nieces, and
nephews Shirley (Jim), Rick, Martin (Robin),
Gerald (Shane), Jennifer, Karen, and Nancy.

Arlene was laid to rest on April 2, 2024 at Chapel
Hill Memorial Park surrounded by close family
and friends. Her family asks that contributions be
made to the Florida Holocaust Museum and
Congregation B'Nai Israel in her memory.

Arlene’s obituary can be found at:
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyrem
embers/arlene-rosenthal-obituary?id=54799640

Kriegy Kids

Maren R. Alexis-Tomkiel
(daughter of E. Jerry Alexis)

1954 ~ 2024


http://www.witnesstowar.org/
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The Reverend Maren Rae Alexis
Tomkiel passed away peacefully
on December 24, 2024 at the age
of 70. Born on June 6, 1954, she
was the daughter of The [late

Kriegy] Reverend E. Jerome
Alexis and Marjorie Alexis.

Maren grew up in the northern suburbs of
Pittsburgh. She was a graduate of Thiel College
where she studied Spanish and elementary
education. Her career included a position as a
teacher in a private school in Mexico City and a
bilingual secretary at Raven Industries,
Greensburg, PA.

Always a person of faith, she felt the call to enter
the ministry. She attended the United Lutheran
Seminary at Gettysburg, PA and was ordained in
2004. After her ordination, she served Messiah
Lutheran Church, Munhall, PA. She later served
as interim pastor and pulpit supply pastor in the
Beaver County area.

On the suggestion of a family member Maren
attended a senior camp at Camp Nawakwa,
Arendtsville, PA. There she met Joseph Tomkiel
of Carlisle, PA and a long-distance romance
resulted in marriage in June of 2014. She moved
to Carlisle where she was a member of Saint Paul
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Maren dearly loved her family and had many
other interests. She enjoyed cooking and
cooking shows, cats with all their antics, bird and
squirrel watching, the works of Vincent van Gogh,
musicals, and the Beatles and Billy Joel.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her son, lan Leif Plowes, her first
husband, Juan Manuel Plowes, and her brother,
Neil Martin Alexis.

She is survived by her husband Joseph Tomkiel
and his three children; her sister Lynn Doyle and
her husband Jack Doyle and their children and
grandchildren; her brother The Reverend Lans
Alexis, his wife The Reverend Sandra Alexis, and
their four children; Joel Alexis and his wife Debi
Alexis; and her uncle Roger Alexis.

A viewing will be held at the Hoffman Funeral
Home, 2020 W Trindle Rd, Carlisle, PA on
January 2, 2025 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. On
January 3, 2025 there will be a viewing at Saint
Paul Lutheran Church, 201 West Louther Street,
Carlisle, PA followed by a service to celebrate the
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life of Maren at 11 a.m. Interment will be at the
convenience of the family.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to Camp
Nawakwa, Lutheran Camping Corporation, PO
Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303, where Maren
and Joseph first met.

Maren’s obituary can be found at:
https://www.hoffmanfh.com/obituaries/maren-
alexis-tomkiel

Kathleen “Kathy” Hampton
(daughter of Paul C. Miller)

1046 ~ 2025

Kathleen Haffamier Hampton,
age 78, of Marietta, Georgia,
passed away on January 27,
2025, her devoted husband at her
side. Kathy was a woman of deep
faith, a devoted patriot, and a
lover of beauty in all its forms.

Kathy had a strong and abiding love for Jesus
Christ and had been an active member of Sewell
Mill Baptist Church and St. Anne Catholic Church.
She had a heart for missions and looked for ways
to serve and help others.

Kathy was a proud patriot, grateful for the
freedoms she enjoyed and the country she loved.

She was known for throwing great parties, where
friends and family gathered to enjoy her
hospitality and laughter.

An entrepreneur at heart, Kathy found joy in
creating beauty wherever she went—whether it
was in painting, in her garden, in the spaces she
helped others design, or as a home decor
merchandiser and consultant. Her eye for design
and her passion for creating beautiful
environments left a lasting impact on those she
worked with and loved. Her career was not just a
job, but a true calling that allowed her to bring
warmth and elegance into the lives of others.

Kathy’s family meant the world to her. She is
survived by her husband, Rod Hampton; her
daughter, Sydney Stauffacher (Dave); children by
marriage, Brian Hampton (Stephanie), Lyn
Bishop (Will), and Sheri Bing (JJ); her brother,
Paul David Miller (Judy); her sisters, Ann Hays


https://www.hoffmanfh.com/obituaries/maren-alexis-tomkiel
https://www.hoffmanfh.com/obituaries/maren-alexis-tomkiel

(Jim) and Lexie Miller, and many nieces and
nephews. She cherished her grandchildren:
Joshua Stauffacher, Drew and Jack Hampton,
Claire and Emma Bishop, and Michael and Sara
Bing.

Kathy was preceded in death by her husband,
Robert Haffamier.

Kathy will be deeply missed by her family, friends,
and all whose lives she touched. Yet, in our
sorrow, we find comfort in knowing this is not
goodbye. Her legacy of faith reminds us that we
will see her again in heaven.

Kathy’s obituary can be found at:
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/mari
etta-ga/kathleen-kathy-hampton-12219497

Jacqueline Swindler Pettigrew
(daughter of Perry D. Swindler)

1929 ~ 2024

Jacqueline Swindler Pettigrew, 95,
passed away peacefully on
December 21 in Watkinsville
Georgia. She was preceded in
death by her husband of 53 years,
Colonel Dee W. Pettigrew, Jr., and
her brother Roger Swindler. She is survived by
her sister Charlotte Webber, by her children
Jennie (Rick) Pettigrew and Chip (Norma)
Pettigrew, and by 8 grandchildren, 28 great-
grandchildren, and 4 great-greats.

The memorial service will be Friday, December
27, 2024, at 11:00 am at Presbyterian Village
Athens Chapel, Watkinsville GA.

The interment will be in Clarendon, Arkansas.
Jackie was known for her faith in Jesus as well as
her love of singing, of world travel, and of her
pets. She was born in Xenia, Ohio at the
beginning of the Great Depression. Her father
and her husband were both career Army officers,
and she enjoyed the many travels and adventures
that went along with Army life. After retirement,
she and her husband made Watkinsville their
home base to be near their children and
grandchildren. Jackie and Dee were long-time
members of Prince Avenue Baptist Church.
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Lord & Stephens Funeral Homes, West,
Watkinsville, GA is assisting the family with local
arrangements. www.lordandstephens.com

Jackie’s obituary can be found at:
https://www.lordandstephens.com/obituaries/jac
queline-pettigrew

Robert Allen Thomas
(son of Murrell E. Thomas)

1947 ~ 2023

Robert Allen Thomas, 75, Concordia, Kansas
died August 22, 2023 at North Central Kansas
Medical Center, Concordia, Kansas. He was born
November 30, 1947, to [ the late Kriegy] Murrell
E. and Wahneeta "Helen" (Cox) Thomas in
Concordia, KS.

He grew up and attended schools in Concordia
before joining the United States Air Force in 1967.
Robert proudly served for four years. After his
honorable discharge, Robert worked many
different jobs but was a long-time truck driver and
always called Concordia home.

He enjoyed riding his motorcycle and attending
Sturgis events for several years.

Robert was preceded in death by his parents; a
sister, Barbara Fisher; brother and sister-in-law
Donald and Ginger Thomas; infant brother,
Charles.

Survivors include nieces and nephews, Brian
Kieffer, Haysville, KS; Bradley Kieffer, Arkansas
City, KS; Jean Kincaid, Missouri; Joan Kieffer,
Arkansas City, KS; Jeremy Thomas, Mulvane,
KS; Amy Eickleberry North Carolina; and
numerous great nephews and great nieces.
Nutter

Visitation and Funeral services at

Mortuary.

Military Honors will be provided by the American
Legion Post #76. Burial will be at the Kansas
Veteran's Cemetery, Winfield, KS.

Robert’s obituary can be found at:
https://www.nuttermortuaryconcordia.com/obitua
ries/robert-thomas
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If your Kriegy participated in a WWII history project of any kind, we would love to have permission to use

the contents of his interview or report or other project. Please fill out the following form and return it to one

of the people whose addresses appear at the bottom of the form. US Mail and email both work well.
SLEE

Offag64) ~ B VR T

Home History Galleries Archives The ITEM POW Database Taps Links Search Site Index Contact Us

Oflag 64 Remembered
Honoring our Kriegy Patriots and Heroes

Consent to Use Materials

I, (please print name) , authorize the entities checked
below to release videos, transcripts, and any other POW-related information pertaining to the following
named individual (please print name) to the

publishers of the Oflag 64 Remembered website, to the Oflag 64 Kriegy Research Group, and to the Polish-
American Foundation for the Commemoration of POW Camps in Szubin.

The materials may be used by the parties mentioned above to create a history of Oflag 64 POWs as they
work to create a new museum in Szubin, Poland where the POWs were interned during WWII. (Please
check at least one.)

Hometown Heroes

Oral History Project/National WWII Museum
National Home Front Project
New Oral History Project/Smithsonian Magazine

The Memory Project

Veterans History Project

Veterans Testimonial Project

Witness to War Project

WWII Oral History

Other (please specify)

These permissions shall remain in effect until revoked in writing, and notification made to Oflag 64
Remembered, Saving the Memory of Oflag 64 Kriegies research group (addresses below).

Signature
Address
Phone(s)
Date

Please return this signed Consent by email or U.S. Mail to:

Elodie Caldwell Dave Stewart
2731 Terry Avenue o 7903 Diamond Trail
Longview WA 98631-4437 Q\\‘fv"w RN Lago Vista TX 78645-4446

[elodie@oflag64.us] & S 4 % [dslvtx@gmail.com|
3 @ \% =
0 >
s ®
Rosa Lee S , s, Ann Rogers
a a

600 S Dixie Hwy, Apt 755 . 2105 Tennyson Dr
Www.oTla us

West Palm Beach FL 33401-5858 ¢ Flower Mound TX 75028-3736

[Roytree50@comcast.net| [arogersxi@yahoo.com|
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