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STATEﬁENT JF "ZPORT OF INTTRVIZH QF RECOVIZRUD PERSONIZEL

Jaruery 19, 1945,

The Germens had informed us thet we would be moved back to Germany becsause
of the Russiesx situation. ost of +4he Americars that were in this Cam> had just
arrived from the Battls of the Bulge and were in very bed condition. dost of

them had ro socks, overcoats, gloves or underwsear.

I was eble to bribe the Germen Interpreter with cigaretts and = Dromise of
protection if overtsken by the Russiars. This was done with Col. Fullers* per-
missior. ‘Because of this bribe we received extra clothirg, shoes, underwesr,
matches, etc., out of a Germen Surply Room which had to be broker into. I elso
irsisted that during the march I wanted hot meals whenever possible and hot milk,
Also that at enytime thet we stopped for the night I wanted the Americams quartered
in a cow barr rsther than a8 hay or horse barn.,

During this merch, through the sfforts of the German I had bribed, we dig
get two hot meals (soup) ard one cup of hot milk eachs We werse also quartersd
in cow barns twice where we were able to get fresh milk by milking the cows our-
selves. It was also much more comfortable because of the édditional warmth,

Our rations otherwise consisted of German black bread arnd an occasional
piece of cheese which was frozen solid. During the eight days that we marched
the tempersture stayed at 10 to 15 degrees below 28ro. Most of the Americans
were suffering from dysentery and frost bite.

Durirg this march fourteen of the Americans maraged to escape,

Throughout the march sounds of battle could be.clearly heard to the rear
and to our flenks. At tims Russian reconniasance groups were in front of us
which caused much delay and confusion in the refugee column that we were with.,
At no time were we fired upon either by Russion Troops or their planes which
mere over our columm seweral times. :

I also tried bribing -the German Captain with the column. I wanted him to
abandon the Americans in an evacuated village. He would have willingly accepted,
but was afraid of the Senior German .Captain whom he had epproached once on the
subject and wes almost shot for his pains,

7e arrived et the t own of Wurgarten on the night of Januery 28. ¥e wers
quartered ir e Nazi Hall but wers later moved to the School House,

mede the coiffse in a shed behind the school which had a large vat in it. At
midright I elso ot two bushels of boflaed potatoes,.
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! * #%55130AU tba morniig fof.3ha 29th the Senior Germen Captain cam im ¢ the
-¥ School House and woke me up. (At this time T was being used &s an interypreter,
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beirg the only ome left thet could speek Germen). He tcld me thet we Tere row
free bscause Russiar Tenks had broken through or both flernks. Ke EEVe m8 £ rote
stetirg thet we were American Prisoners of War who hed been ebardoned bv the Ger-
mans end told me to present it to any other Germans that cqme through. I ewekered
Colorel Fuller ard expleined the situatior to him. He immediately go* ir touch
with the Italian General Geloso and set up &n allied Headquarters. ( I elso acted
es Italian Interpreter). We comtacted the Russians on the morning of the 3Cth ard
they geve us control of the town.

From then on I took over the feeding and supplying of eighty (80) Americers,
sixty-five (65) French, thirty-eight (38) Canadians, and twelve (12) Yugosievs.
The ore hundred end ninety-nine (199) Itelisns set up their own kitchen end supply
roos %e ordered the Germsn Civilians, through their Burgemeister, to sucrly
us with ore pound of bread, one pound of potatoss, ane pound of mest, millk, =rd
other ‘tems every dey, for each person then under our ‘dontrol. This wes supplied
to us ir bulke Colonel Fuller ancd I supplemented these ratione by killing saverel
deer ir the neer by woods, I broke dowr the rations for these peoxle ernc hed
therm distributed with the help of several Amsrican Officers. I personslly cooked
for the Americens for the entire five (5) .weeks thet we remeined ir this towr.

I had cherge ST 2ll weapons end ammunitior that we had pricked upe Thev cer-
sisted of ebout fifty (50) Germen Rifles and some Tommy Guns.

The Americras and Ceradians patrolled the town erd near by woodsss I *ook cre
Gernen Prisorer in the School House and turned hir over to Hesdquarters.,

Wher. the Russiens finally moved us to Odessa T did not heve very much tc <o.
Ir Odessa I tcok over the kitchen again and with the help of Russian Cooks erd
womer turmed out meals for epproximately one hundred (1C0) Americens end ebout,
thirty-five (35) Erglish Officers and & few English Civilians. Our restins were
greetly improved by adding to them from the storesof an American Supply Ship thet
wes in the Harbor, At this time we came under the control of the Americer Militery

Missior. in Moscow.

We steyed there for aprroximately seven (7) deys. Wher we boarded en Erglish

Bost heeded for MNeples my dities erded. '
Muz T

Ceptey, Ue. S. Army
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