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Steleg VIL A

April 86 A45
Doar Dad, Clo, Pods Doty Ed & Juniors

Itts QOBS -~ 0125 ot bomees I've been looking forwerd to this letter
sines I was £irsi captwred and I bad planned to write 4% on the day of
liberations That hasn't come yet but 4t is ¢lose at hand and af the
stage of the game I bave ne fear of the Coonsg (Uermsns) making eny more
BRAPGNOS. : .

I sequired th&m notebook in Zippnow, Germany and kRept it for ihilse
expreag purposa. We slept in a schoolhouss,that night and I lay »ight
noxt o & atovee It was most pleasent ag ¢o\ bad planned on & barn »8

usuale Thls wam on Jane. 28, seven days alt ] :
J”h%blno Fome of uas will forget that daye \ipe marched 10 kllometers,
and apent abouhk & hours graaainb an opsei pleNs\ which hed no aign of &
road aa the snow wis thrse feet doops hasalwhe the Lclest wind blowing
@i1ich penetrated to your very bonoes. thar oX(icer and I had a small
slod on which we had our ogulpment iﬁl@ﬂ &nd edgERngoat 1t sould turn
overs Then after finally strugsling Yato the todRy)we stood lor & houra
in the freesming eold on feel whith s osyld ne londer feele Then ofne

; anrtered in a uulza}nw fie

Anuﬁ qa&nﬁ@t&eﬂ a; oofx@@

”

mn&ii we MOL tu ﬁ&wmmluﬂ¢q f" AN SO QP a hih aﬁkm of @uneﬁm frnm
some refugees for o pack G e Lo

was hera in Juna &nd Ju ¢ D words I'va m&da R completa trip

around e sinee I and 1 can asgswe you i've sesn
all of 1% : want J

dae erased gpaces. cannot b@ glven outb
& incoherent aft timea)e The answer 1s
ve poured into here In the last fow woeks.

30 the lelter michy 1
thaet thousands of

Tha {ood situationm\here is a call@ﬂ& compared with the German ratliona
that we bave gobtten in the previous & monthae Ve get usually 1/6 of small
loal’ or 1/8 large loaf bresd & day = about 4 falr size zllces, b or 6
potatoen, a soup, or gauverkraut, a amall pjmmw of choeag, Or mMErgarineg,
or sausape. That is really a large amount of f{ood frﬁm these Krauta. Ve
have had at other plmau& as many o8 18 men to a loal. Bul, of ocourse,
wo are gebtling Rela pfwamla - 1 a wesk, aimd we don't hﬂ¢e to worry about
them running out as they heve plenty of RaCo trueks, big white Jjuga with
Red Crosses on thom - the most thrilling ailght in the world to a hun ry
FeldeWa apd there srentt iy that sre not bhungry even wilth p&ro&ls.

W, Li. Cally Dunusm from Mlase, wit whom I have ahared food, sy bed,
clgarettos, fortunea and misfortunes in general sines we left Homslburg
on March 30, pot a Canadien parsel this morning md have siready ®bashed”
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ées&tem) the chocolate bar with celerlty. The iwportent thing in Krmg:;y
FoOeWa) 1ife i3 to find a partner who likes to st a8 you do and you
spow me - I like to eat. In other words we eat while wo have it snd when
it's pone, 1%%a gonee some fellows are most rewarkebhle 0 we ~ 8 waek
after I'm out theyire still eatbting. He fust left me with our sslmon and
pardinos for whioh he is going to trade with sowe British Indlan officera
iPor corned beef AL we can geb it.

Tha Geo goveroment bes slready mmmmm@é that they will not attempt

to ovaocunte us from here, Gounting Schubin, Hews wlhuc'gg and Hurnburg,
itve bLeen ovacuatod 3 times as Mlimﬂ troops were getting close and
walve heen “lwmw{;caq“ twice &lx’Q&QJQ I think that this time we will
really be freed, tho oncs on Jan. £3, our grards lefé us in foland and
e mmouﬂly walted those 8 hours for the Xugsisnms o show wp, but our
guards returned..  Then on March 27, we actilally were on American tanks and
nalf tracks of a taalk foree that was gend IX i Hammelbhirg GO reacue wa,
but 1t was annilhilated by the Germans aoml (iAly and I started out by
aursalves to the west where our forcgs—were $O0\miles away bubl wo were
ragantured shortly therealter much to—ewe—chagip by some G.'s who at
Lirat couldnti declide whaethor to hg our px'z.wn LANQY vice versa, It wag
vico varsa. Dut then I'm getting/e Wl ol my stogyyand 1 suppose 1t's
28t to stert from the beginning s WY Eocd nars ative doef. Ohy before
I forget - 1'% quite aure that Ay hwen in touch with Dob Breagenle
who st have boen sent homo ¥ '

oul Urom Schublin, ae he stayod
hime

rg to our future pla Jhsp the .'z.m;'z. fe:sxswza cume woe will be sent
aecording to what ia aypbhy m@d t m a gquaranting avea
in southern Prance for ; , gcount them, 8
times a daye. ‘hen we e * b af tem the o @d on gelng Romo .
snen we got thorae, ! : 735 cl and paid, then sent foxr aa long
nead be to the neds su Lo our hmneﬁ'. - ."5‘3 cm,ya probablya

I imapgine that
Have met & of %

mmx areg H moroe Lm B11L Jonas, NAaGe,
la the ondy one

Have hoard nothing about Sackman NMars.
Jdop.ang ha kms ‘mmzr ahreadye After the hospital (5 meals a day)
we et S0 da lead ippy daye. It'a all teoo good to bslleve.
fhn t o Ai: a0 ur@ 'ILIL h"x 5, Y please go easy on those sipawbhersry proscrves.
R_{rtunate %o get aome in & pareel recently but
wWaa cml.:,r ermu;;h -m mnmai wme of what they tasto llilke. Ancthor Lood 1iem
fur which I have an intense cxmvjmg is condensed milk which comes 1in the
“edtish pm*wla Yy welght has dropred since last sumsere rFrom Cet 15
t111 9th Dace wo mn& without parcels and I amapgad to 145, Then we
ware gotting parcels and I put om & fow pounda £ill we rzmz:*tmi on our
walicing tour of Cermany. Welghed about Mareh 20 at Hanmelburg - 140,
Frobably few pounds more now, nvery one Lost correapendlng o mounts.

dunleh s about 40 ki1loge S5. Wo of here snd I can hore bombing in

that direotlion mowe Yesterday hundreds of planes {lew over heoro and we
gould hear bombing all daye. What we want to hoesr moat of all 1s
mmil ory md the rumble of tanks and 20 8ee thousasnds of Gele's

swarming arounde




R. C. WHITE & COMPANY

OUACHITA BANK BUILDING

MONROEL, LOUISIANA

Apeil 8% - It'a now 2:30 PoMe If was ammounced sboub an hour ago that
the Ge. grards will go off at 3 FP.ie and allied officers will go on mmnds
Howmver, ss I wnderstend 1%, the G. are golng to reein here, that ia,

& skeloton Toree will remain until our forces come in, whenever that 1.
{ - Gensored 1} I'm begluning t¢ have viaions of
g Army cocked mesl ageine

8130 PoMs Woll, the ruwmors are thick and fast - that our forees ere
at Lendabut only 34 kilos { Gonaored ) netve poen flashes to
he We and SeWe but many eay 1t is lightnings { flengored : )
bveryone ag you oan lmagine is in excellant spirits snd we even PYorged
about food at times altboe oup big bread ilssus of 3 slices 1z about to
came and we are golng Lo indulge An some Conadian bubter with sugoer
sprinklod on the top = a delicacy, I assuréd Youe :

Lfve celobrated today by pubting on a Ney khaki shirt tedasy. How
wonder{ul to have elean clothes sgain and I bidve & washed palr O.De
trousers that I'm saving for liberatiomdes= Yhe only thing wo need

now are socks. I'm wearing a palp, e Ny Serblen 0Cficers who
were wonderful to us af Hasmelburg,~ iving us DReANEhen we wers definlitely
in a Lad waye Dut lnese socks apé imwparvelous engde compored with the

£ palr of conmected holaes I wory Palande

Wolre golilng ready to hivd
Aightning and thundsr we hesrd
gwanl out peveral wmore dmgﬂ

Aere po 4t must beve been

¥enae rogrety, but I think I cen

$ing & blood wvessel frowm impationece.
This altermoon oubslgb caxbalined Ly & O. Ts BIlibA1lly band.
You know my 1dea usualll Vot believe me any Amerdcan music

aoundg marvelous afltewr _ pdRs songs Ytve heard from thess dammed
Goonge You know Gormandh e strange shimsls. FProm the lowest private o

the hizghest offlcep P ;
loud aond long, yox x
ane word of Germans =
of the guerds sfwbe ihe

gant they are saying, ailtho you lknow not
help but notlice the change in attitude
w1 was here, They did no scroaming at ua
vhoay wera quite nice when they superfieislly
sttanmpt at humour aalked us to hand over all

I waa standlng by an Engllsh officer
the othor day who was\{: ¥ Lo a Goon guard. The puerd allowed he wanted
to leave Germany and soNgB/ithe Us S That made my blood reech bolling
tomporature « when I think of how we treat thelr prisoners, Y veng@fﬁl
character has lead me to heope that the boys who have been luzuriating in
our campa in the States, golng into town, geing o dances (e Chaplain who
gave them a dance was at the Jflag at Schubin and often wondered if he
haanft had a 1ittls change of heart), etos will be the ones who are sent
to wrk for the Russians and I don't ask that thoey be treated any woras
than the Ge's treated the Ne Pe0eis's or the millions of Re workers of whom
4 saw thousends on my tripe. And helisve me that im @ terrible fate. I've
2060 e prisoners mecched by us on the road so wesk they could hardly walk
at almost o run, wearing wooden shoes. And I°'11 never forued ung poor
devll, bent almost duuble hobbling way to the resy of thelr wmain columns I
supposa thay left him to dle if he souldn®t make ite After we gaw then,

aearehod us and i3
83%'s and guns of laxge
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we wore slways able to meke itho nexi hour's maceh o Little empleor and

we thanked God wo weren't inm thelr shoes. And that day we might have
bad only erasate coffee Ior breskizat with notbling in pmszwat wntild late
that afternoon or nipht when we would get a thin soup and & few potatoees,
snd then go 4o bed in & bArD.

T bad an intereating experience heppen te me one day and I quote
from my Alary = "Febe 7 = 3 Fole Covered 16 kilometers, at this peint
there is 8 G guard altting next to me to whom I'm indsbted. A Ruzalen
and British colunn passed ua this morning end I am rw[,,xm out cigaretics
to them vhen I turned to Lfind one of gmh guards sbout to glve me the
butt of his rifle against my heade hen L pew ’te}m B QEK‘ &,wm% bad motioned
him one® Qther of{icers wi mc»mu ng the ingddent sslid that he was reslly

geb to lot wme have 1te Az you can imagine) X wes leery £ “’wm then on
sbout such matters, \ -\

':'_;w:u i had to leugh at

S 0nge ® Ansbens thick,
,mm. amell 1t is, for
Msalymany daya that we pob

Have been eating the bread, bulttsr
the ration ol bread we pot « 1t waa €5

ine wide. .ut we never o :1}?3 adn
soything 1§ better then nothing s
RONGe

April #9 - It's a beautliful
1@ birds are singlng, thoe madk
an ;,rcﬁ.lm“,; burat is hm@pv
Reling regousad 2RI !

d Hoosburg « the sun laahining,
{ #re cranckling end oscazionally
‘opds we sro in the procoss of

2oy onvelope)

lotes: This is sl X el send in this snvelope. WALl sand you
the balapece et Lo Aok
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old stuff with me and it falls to get me the least perturbsd, It's 11 4A.X,
nowe MelUs bullets started spraying the street in fro.t of the barracks

2t 10 Poiie The streel cleared as if by magic, (4 shell just burst nob

too fer from here = shook the building,) One man was hit in the lese The
main thing that bothered me was that the water I was heating for coffee
falled to have time to get hot so Cully end I had to drink lukewarm coffes
while we listened to the rollowing snnouncement: The artillery 1s louder
and mors Ireguent.

L major wes taken prisocner this morniynd
taking care of evacuating F.0.%W.'s, He seep
advance of ouwr troops, Anyway, this camp W) e evacuated (when we sre
liverated) at the rate of 5000 & day, slterdafely British snd Amcrican,
Ve will ell zo0 to camp 60 wmiles from here fo
Then the Americsns will go to Lellavrd whers ¥
5 days after we leave here, Llt's quite unbe
happen is for us ito get liberaied 4 from the
as yetg

who is on ths detail for
€& to have gotten too far in

A1l that hasg %o
sy 44 sey we weren't

1130 = One of our Cols,.
to stay inside. The situstio
armored division sbout & mil

save strict orders for svsryone
There is an Amsr, infantry and
avtacking. There sre the S. S,

< the camp opsh and are bent on
defending #. wailch adjoiys /the D e e said he thought the flghting would
be over in two or three/hx 4 1 gid that we would be flowa to
France, but I now find( arture on ship is the way the
prisoners haves been halg It may not be the same Tor us, but
I feel that it will & told thet 45 day lezves are being
civen. Man, imagi

Zekling near hers, t00 near, and sveryone
: X

hzs taken recoi Gl snd are seriocusly considering usins an
gxe on the rTloor\idry ; to terra Tirmea.

I'w gzetting X . 're runming low on foods I wWish &1
monkey business would Bi0D And Thaot we would gebt issued & R. . box today
and have the pleasure of @ating ourselves gick. Speaking of eating and I
cdon't seem to do anything elae, you wilil be surprised to lsarn how nmy
tastes have changsd, I can eat any:hing now - even raw sugar beebs, which
onl, cows est in Germany. I rsliszh peas, carrots, liver psite, even eat
turnips. And I've developed a great taste for these sm:lly C. chesses.
Anc ¢Go I love ostmeal with condensed wilk on 1t7

& big =hell just hit near here and gsve the bullding & nice shaking,

I haven't geen Amon since Jan. He dropped out with & sick groupe I
imagine he is free by nowe In fact, I imagine practicslly everyone is frse
except us and this wuld surely be a most auspiciocus day e8 I was captured
11 months 2z0 todaye

.
e
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1210 = Just saw some goons ecoming out of the woods with thelr rifles
slung - the guards who were not doing any i1 gntlna. Their job is to
rroteet us. They were dug in Yor saflety. The Tiring hes ceased so it
looks like it may e overs Suppase wetll ¢ cet an aunouncement S0CGhe

It's now 1853, Just b minutes ago I first glimpsed 0ld Glory waving

over Moosburg. I came to attention and sn¢pped off & Ralute, I'm kmocking
on wood with my Tingers crossed but tids time I thkink tve got it made,

Velre stiil ordered to stay Iin the varracks.

S Peiie Well, I'm golng to make u vrash statement. W § iree
mane 41 nave veen liberated by the 1l4th Armored Blu_blvu and 63th Inle
Divigione. Avoub an hour 250 & Brige. Usnerals in a Jeep and Col, Goode, the
senior Amer, Officer who led us from Polend i snother jeep, Iollowed Ly
tank so covered with btankers and priscners ¥hht you couldn't sese it com
cown the crowded streets. Pandemonium broke xoase. They were thie {irst
Amer, vehiicles many had seen for yeers. wnas\ojly 1 mOPtu’ 1 day l'or ne.
Tne tenkers wepe tirowing 50 calibre gnolis t&e mob for souvenirs, Lots
oi them have Goon uelmets, lots Go bread (fer—gohyenlirs too)s DLown the
street one can see flags ol the prisQuers X

L &l

We'lre lying hers in the

is really a great fellow ~ the
type whe when yo ou've been on 8

ion for wmonths end then haventt

had dﬂf?a¢ﬂ§ to est for 36 houprs'y c¥vy you the largest piece of & slics
of bread he managed Lo acguirs, peideAvally gouldntt let hiw be umore

g = o : 5
generous than I, so we mabtgd®@§ foNIWV a/d he won)e, I've really wmijoyed
knowing nim

INZ feel maprvelous. We ol oup
Ve alrcadg had our Iire golng and
cuux*hs with a vengeancs, Datween
2 cups of coifee and & box

of chocolate dropyy /@ o glneagplg Jjarae And now we are
delightfuily fu t take much te fill up & Krelgy aib
one time, The hungry agaln in about an houre That
i3 the reason 10 in the hospital, FPlease forglve me for
valking so mueh &by is it wonderiul %o notv have to woprry aboud
it any more,

April 30 - 1:l
Re (o parcels iss
waber on for corve
us, we had a do

Nothing has come dOW

about wen we'rs moving vul, bub vhere should
be something

5 @oone From now on everyone will be iupatiente How wonderful
it is to think of the future ahead of us. Clean shee otay Dot waber and
showers, clean clothes, spring mattresses instead of siraw t;txa, no more
Germans, getiting newspapers and magse Lo read in (” was e ing a
Yeb. "Hesder's yi;ost" Loday). Sometiiing : to read are the newspapsy
seeounts oi the war And not to mention 1astlv = o listen wo zood radio
programs &sain, or just to listen to a radioe
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Today we got radic news thal someone had recommended that returning
prisoners be put in charge of F.0,¥,'s in the Statez., I wo.ldn'i care
for the job, I don't want to be zround them,

=

eWe “b‘x‘_lt l.L _‘._ Pl onda who

Laav rs a2ll d&f@.

I am
have been

B oy e w
T npay m}

eBn praying

5t

15 look Feﬂﬁavﬂ Lo tis
S 3:’ months & a;T&%%s.;,... &

5311'
¢

w1
Jnd
ot

One thing &
homge Ll'vs G.-:ewmeé ghou

shean you

t5

5O,

I3

Itve missed teprifically i=
£ B S o in g
R \:;1- 5 v ‘%j,;l S ’4
for &,f.:.nt

lelsursly 90%1 g downgbal hreakflast, ths newspapery; & good “ﬁéia
ProgYansy Those are the wWe @li aoek for granted belore, ISomething

to #it by the radic
e m:ﬁc"*o"]% a
precilate in
TUEEY lJ .L'r‘.ao

: @11 c:,mday

‘D

musb say uuvﬂ’

1700 - Ass, Fress has zived As MNaX to sign and in & few days
you will pread in the paper thyt & i 2

e 13e o
L' rUmoy 18 wi

neen alerbed

o |
oy
o

i et
i
o
1]

- v 8 1iv
Liﬁﬁ@ﬁiu“ to the Tirst

Amer, Porces nstwa
thi}"’" i aked up 80
pley: ing some 1ligh
il a1r%g —.ijﬁ:}z" 7 1&

.ed boys bxaugnp in e German ya&ie
have music, Mervelous, theyirs

B¢ oy s e S e v, as, oA
and ab the same time 1 & niedr

Vell, herer &apgq “ﬂ~u.%;i¢ move

oub of here in & ﬁags, JUaﬁiumg a 3 i 1 take 4 days
to evacuate from le LiKe . 18 zreatly intere é ia ?.f-ﬁa‘g
end certeinly is wt we get every bresk i 5he &
velre waitling oun shzineers ﬁa et e landing :
CaD e ﬁien they h7¢1 evacuate £ Amer., fur 1 British at the ”aba Di aﬁuu
~47 = 25 men to & plang. We will go to one of & places in France
LS;LQ end uniforming and personal t QIQLPLH%SQ Evidently will et
g' clothinge Then to LeHavre. Sgid thal we would be 1n the states
« fvom the time we leave here. Alsc, if deslred one can spenc
FPrance or lLnglend, Don't know hﬂw'inq & leave we will |

r

hrize General here today from Gen. Be iidg. Ve certainly #
trein for being given attantlion. The GOV na;*t seen 7 io snough

I certainly sppreeisbe iU, Also s8id we w i

from the kitchen sel upe. Won't get any nore

Mey 1 - Listening to Kay Kyser. Cold here btoday. Faw flglkes of sgnow

have fesllen.
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