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. o " | From the Special War Protilems Divisi:.:
Noo: 11340 | 0_PARTMEN) UF STAE T0: "

\Waszea. /@me) ....... ,

........

- | Date: WAY 8. W .......................... _

Yia Akrgail Pouch.
Bexrn, April 5, 1945.°

bubject' Amerioasn Interests = Germany
Requests for supplies for
religious servicea = Oflag

'_I_Igj - Hamme 1buz'g.

The Ameriosn lMinister at Bexrn has the honar -

to enolose, for the Department's information and
for such action as it may deem advisable, a oopy
of a letter dated January 20, 1945,. addressed to
the Kommandantur of Oflag AIII B at Hammelburg by
Haxrry ¥, ALEXANDER, American chaplain, as well as

an Enhlish translation’ of a letter dated January

2341945, likenise addressed to the Kommandantur

" of Oflag XIII B by Alan P,. LALVLEN end Paul W..

CGAVANAQUOH, Amexioan chaplains detained at that
osmp, requesting supplies for raligious sexvioces,

Enclosures:

;1;.- Copy of letter dated January
. 20. 19455

: 2,,- Fnglish translation or 1etter
' datad January 23, 1945,

IFile HO. 711.4 -

GT/dmh. -
Original .end heotouraph to Dopartment.
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Enalosure Mo, .1 0 despatoh No, 11340
dated April 5, 1945, from the "
American Imgation,.he:ng.

Headquarters USA Pw,’
January 20, 1945, °

Subjeoct:. Religious Supplies .
Tos Kommandantur KGF Oflag XIIX B,  Hammelburg,

-

14:5ince the axrrival of 400 Commissioned Officers
of the United States Army at JGF Oflag XIII B,. Hommel=-
burg, supplies for religious services have not been
availablé, It is requested that this letter be for-
varded to the International Ked Cross, Geneva, Switzere
land, so that the following articles may be made

_available: -

200 New Testaments
2 Cases .Oommunion Yiine
. 39000 Communion Vafexs
4 Dozen Candles
150 Hymnals .
1 Communion Set,

Harry ¥, ilexander
Chaplain U5,  Army

T

st Ind, - -

Hqe USA PW KOF Ofleg XIII B, 23 January 1945, -
To: Lommandantur, Oflag XIII B, Hammelburg.:_

Approved, -
.charlea C.:Cavender

Colonel, V.S, Ax
Senior Officer,:

. .
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rnologure l0e ¢ TO uéaputon kue 1404V
~ dated April 5, -1945,- from. the
_ Amperioan Legation, Berns )

TTARSLATION

Headquartexs USA FW
Janusxy 23, 1945.

© To: Kommandantur KGF Oflag XIII B, Hammelburg,

"1. Two Uatholio priests request you to I'urniah':'

. supplies for religious services for Ameriocan officers. :

Vie nead the following artioclest altar -stone, ochalioce

_and ornaments, missal, wine and hosts {for the priesta '

end altar boys), cross and ocandles, Coporal Purifi-
cator, altar oloth, and if possible, communion wing.

_ 2..A11 these articles miht be obtained fxom
the Fapap Nunzio at Berlin if he hears of owr needs. .

PR

Alan P, .pudden- .

: "Chaplain, Uy Army
Paul ¥, ‘Cavanacugh
Chapladn, - U, 8.~ Army -
L
dmh
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OONFIDENTIAL

i ! Y L ~:
From the Special Was--robtems Divisicn |
[_)-EP.HTMENT OF-STATE TO: 7

e LLklijL.lﬂﬁlL&gaﬁaﬂﬂﬂ ............ : TR
e llsl? ‘ . |Date: MA'E"Q‘S L s

AMERICAN LEGATION
Bern, April 30, 1945. R

Via Airmail pouch

Subject: American Interests - Germany
Speocial report on conditions
of transfer - of American offloers
from Oflag 64 to Oflag XIII B.

The Aimerican Minister at Bern has the honor to
enclose, for the Department's information and records,
a copy of a speoial report prepared on April 3, 1945,
by Mr. Albert A. Kadler, an inspector of -the Swiss
Legation in Germany, on the shocking and inhumane con-
U . . ditions prevailing during the transfer of. American
IR officers from Oflag 64 - Altburgund to Oflag XIII B -
" Hammelburg. There 1s also attached a photostatic copy
of the totally inadequate daily food ration provided

by the Germans during the march.

" 7The Legation received copies of this report and’ .
of the chart under cover of & note dated April 27, g
1945, from the Swiss Foreign Offioce. i

T e m——— - f
. H
-
'

Enclosures: .

No. 1 - oopy of spgcial rapbrt - with
.-original of despatch only; . :

e ——

' , ‘No. 2 - phoﬁostatic copy of chart - with .
original of despatch only.

‘File No. 71l.4 -

o GT/mak .
Y ) In quintuplioate}to Department.

This docuwent cootains inforsmation affecting

the nat toual dofsuse of the Unites - ~ v o o o

4o tze weanlug of the Buplooess ' °, R B R :
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; Enolosuré No. 1 to despatoh No. 11619 ' CECLAT Y D
Rooed Appll B0, 1945 from the American [MUDI4i0gz

‘Legation, Bern. : ,’¢:Jmu{;
CONFIDENTIAL o

LR L RT T -

No. 9755 AMERICAN -

SPECIAL REPORT ON CONDITIONS OF TRANSFER OF AMERICAN
OFFICERS FROM OFLAG 64 - ALTBURGUND TO OFLAG IIIIB HAMMELBURG.

: on Japuary 2lst, 1945, 1471 Officers and Enlisted Men
left Oflag 64, Altburgund, Germnay, under the Command of
Oberst Fritz Schneider to march to #xin where they were to

. entrain and go to & new camp in the province Brandenburg.
In the ensuling 45 days this group marched 553 kms. or

. 545 miles.

. The weather was below freezing the first 10 days and '
the ground covéred with snow s0 that more than 100 officers
suffered from frozen members, frostbite, or -chilbleins.

L : The quarters were, with few exceptions, hay barns,
o , stables, cow sheds, or machine shacks. - They were often
' ' overcrowded, many were lofts with only one ladder for
entrance and exit, thus presenting a great hazard in case
of fire. Despite continued protests it was not until
i - February 2nd, 1945, that the Germans sent a quertering party
i forward in advance of their arrival, so that prior to this
EE time they would arrive at their destination as dark was falling,
S feet wet from tramping through deep snow, and be forced to .
| stand around while hasty arrangements were made for quartering.
Frequently fires were not permitted so that shoes and socks

could be dried or food. cooked.

Camp sites often lacked adequate drinking water.
Absolutely no shaving or washing facilities were avallable.
No provisions for baths were made during the entire period.

Until February 17th, 1945, the Germans provided no
medioal supplies or attention. After that date only a
very limited amojnt was given. There had been continuous
trouble in procuring transportation for the sick or for
the packs of the walking sick. Y¥o effort was generally
made to provide proper places for sick call.

- ——

: The ration provided on the march was inadequate.
Hauptmann Doring, the Stabsintendant, made the statement
that they were receiving the same ration as the Germean guard
company but this is not trus, Attached is a breakdown of

the daily ratlon.

Lais fooeg-
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Follawing is an enalysis of losses of personnel
during the march:

86 left in hospital at Oflag 64, ultburgund
Colonel F. ¥W. rury )
186 sick or escaped between Altburgund
and Bxin,
171 left at Wegheim Colonel E. Gans
: 4 left at Netzthal lajor A. Grandall
26th January, 90 by rail from 1i'lad;ow to Grosbane or
Luckenwalde, Lt. Col. Oates, : !
27th January, -119 by rail from Jastrow, Lt. Col. Jones,
30th January, 68 left at Oflag i, Westphalenhor .
Capt. C. E. Dunn,
30th ‘January, 4 left at Heinriohsdorf \
S5th January, 176 by rail from Zeitlitz to Luckenwalde, _ Y -
N B Lt. Col. Cross, T
13th February, 4 left at Swinemunde, Lt. Col. Alger, '
14th February,l00 by rail from Stolpe (Usedum ) to
_ Lucksnwalde, Lt. Col. Van Vliet,
15th February, 18 British to join another column

1023

— e

" Column arrived at Oflag XIII B on March 9, 1945, with 423 .
Officers, 67 Enlisted Men. The dirference of 42 is acoounteqd
for by the 0fficers and men who joined the column en route. )

Chart of Ration breakdown and servings attached.

1l encl.

- . (Sgs.) Albert A. Kadler.
Berlin, April 3rd, 1945. s
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TRANSLATION : Little

5-':"-' .‘1 . | ) . ) German!
i © OFLAG XIII B.

: Visited by Mr. Mayer on Feﬁruary 9, 1945.
e Yugoslav Spokesmans BRASCHITSCH, Ilija D., General
Americen Spokesman: CAVENDOR, C. Charles, No, 23,665

Number: 4,451.

1 Among these ares

. 3,771 Yugoslavs, of whom 3,460 are officers.and 47 non-
comissionqd o.f.‘ifio‘era. : _ _

680 Amerioans; of whom 620 are officers and 25 non-com-

miasioned-or.rice'ra. ’ ——— e e D =
: From the Special War Problems Rivisivn -
8 Yugoslav doctor ‘ e e nTE TA. .
9 Aggr;.;csn ° LA y DEPARTMENT OF STAZE 10: :
.-.'.' 2 Yugoslav cheplains ;
. _© American h ‘ u.)ﬂ.ll)" / A&?ﬂ/ﬂ/
5 " Remarks concerning number: |Date: S 2519&5 ' ' L

‘Three hundred Yugoslav officers had left Oflag XIII B on

. October 3, 1944, to be transferred to 0flag 65. These officers
were transported handcuffed. The Commanding Offiocer protested
vigorously after this transfer, and the next transasfer was carried

. 3

out in better circumstances; that is: . : ) i

- 700 Yugoslav officers, who left 0flag XIII B to be trans- -
LY . ported without handouffs on December 28, 1844, to Steleg II B. .

-

The space left free by these Yugoslav officers is now occu-
pieg by American officers whose number increases constantly; for
instance:

310 arrived on Jenuary '11, 1945, -from Staleg IX B;
100 came from Stalag XII A at the end of January;
100 came from Stalag XIII D at the end of Jenuary.

Important remark:
‘The only important question is that of food.

_All officers say that they are constently hungry. At this

i tims, .they are ‘interested in almost nothing but their food.

' g (only the news from the front setisfies them 'a little.) German ;
- ' rations are in fact growing poorer, and will decrease further .
- after February l2th. : ' .

Last year, the Yugoslavs were stlll receiving numerous
packages from their families; now these parcels no longer reach
them. The "standerd" American parcels are mch appreciated,
but at the rate of one package a month they are not sufficient
to feed the prisoners. : T
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The Americans themselves'receive no parcels. They have
received, however, as a loan, 620 "gtandard" Ameriosn packages
from the stock of the Yugoslav spokesman. It concerns new
prisoners captured on the west front and, who, after having:-
been very well fed by the American army, are now suddenly
reduced to meager Germsn rations.

The food situation at Oflag XIII B is very oritical,

Conditions and lodgings.

Except for the departure of 100 Yugoalav"vorﬁcers, noth-

ing has chenged in the lodgings of the Yugoslavs since the
last visit. The Yugoslav prisoners are a little more crowded

. thean before, having had to give a little space to 1500 Ameri-

cans, of whom a part are already at the 0flag, while the reat

will be new arrivals from the west front or from evacuated

campse.

The Americans live in five stone barracks, on the average
of 40 offlcers to a room. The beds are arranged in rows one
above the other, two or three beds high. Each prisoner hag a
good mattress, two sheets, two coverlets, and two towela,
These articles ere all furnished by the detaining Power.

.All prisoners complein that the bedrooms are all very

poorly heated. The temperature having risen slightly since

the third of Februsry, a superior order from the "Wehrlreig"
XIXI has forbidden the distribution of coal until.further

notice.

‘On the whole, the barracks are in an extremely bad condi-
tion; the matériel is too old end nothing has been renewed fop
several months. The Yugoslavs have had to turn over to the
Americen prisoners two large aasembly rooms, ' ‘

The latrines of the Oflag are in an extremely unsatisfactory

state, the cleaning being very badly done.

Food.

1s growing worse and worse in this cemp. See in the appendix
a list of the daily yations, comparing the week preceding the

11th of February with the week beginning the 12th, date on which

the daily food rations will be again decreased. - A glance at
this table will suffice to ~show that prisoners are at Present:.
under-nourished. A more substantial supply of Red Cross packe~
ages would be more than ever desgirable,

The Yugoalav head-dootor has oi-ganizod general weighing
of the Yugoslav prisoners since the month of November. The se
have given the following results: . _

Average loss of weight per prisoner during the first:
month (November, 1944): I kilo. S

Average loss of weight per priéoner during the second
month (December, 1944): 2 kiloa,

Average ‘loss of iu;igh’c.per prisoner during the third
month (Jenuary, 1945): 2 kilos, :

As has been indicated in the beginning, téhq food situation

. ——— e e, - o
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; In three months, the prisoners of Oflag XIII B have there=-
fore lost, on the average, 5 kilos each. This statement of the
Yugoslav head-doctor has been confirmed, since the last 1ntpr-

view, by the German head-dooctoxr.

cloth_i_ng:

Some clothes for the Yugoslav prisoners are promised from
Geneva. These prisoners are awalting them impatiently, for

the condition of their clothing is very mediocre, especlially
of their shoes. If this shipment arrives complete, the spokeg-
man will be satisfied with the situation in thig respeoct,

- Most of the American prisoners have arrived recently from
the front, still not badly dressed. However, & certain numbep
ol :ll:gm probably have urgent need of underwear and especlially
ol 88e¢ . .

Consignmentsas

Shipments of food as well as of clothing have arrived, u1; )

until now, in fairly satisfactory fashion. - However, these
shipments ere becoming rarer and rarer, and it would be desir-
able that, in all cases, an importent collective shipment of
"standerd" parcels of food be sent as rapidly as possible to

- 0f1lag XIII B.

The Yugoslav spokesmen had, on the first of February,
2,778 standard packages which will be distributed during the
current month of February. He has loaned 629 packages to the
Americen prisoners and hopes that the International Commlttee

of the Red Cross will replace them.

" “The distributions of the prrokages of food, as in all the
camps,- have been made more and more severe for the last few
weeks, The German authorities suthorize them only in very
small quantities, for each prisoner may possess only one daily
ration for himsgelf. ' . ..

The 700 Yugoslav officers who left on December 28, 1944,
for Stalag II B received theilr December package, but, for Janue
ary, the packages which were destined for them arrived at
Oflag XIII B after their departure 5 the spokesman, not Imowing
the present address of thease prisoners, the ceamp to which they
bhad been directed now: being in the zone of war s Will not be
able to forward these 700 packages. He has includad. them in

the number 2,778 'me'_nt:[.onedk above,

C&ntihe‘: )
r.tn is almogt 1qoxistent.

Hygienes
The sanitery installations of the camp ere not entirely
satlisfactory, eapeclally ,the latrines. Besldes, for three
weeks, it has not been possible to take showers or baths, be~
cause the water-pump has been dsmaged, and moreover, the lack
of coal prevents heating of the water. .

The leundry has for the seme reason (lack of coal) become
problematical,

Me d.1_.oa1
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‘ning of the report, "Important remark' It is very probable

. oners; the chaplains are ‘even too numerqus,

Medical .care:’

As in the past, the medical service functions very well,
thenks to the numerous doctors, especially well qualified, at
this 0flag; the Germen head=-doctor who has a good understande
ing of the prisoners, makes their task much easier, '

It 1s still Colonel Danitch who acts as Yugoslav head-
doctor. Major Berndt, Albert L., No. 25272, acts as head-doctor
for the Americans. o

On the day of the visit, the number of bed pratients was
as follows:

S70 Yugoslav patients
7 American "
2 Belglan "
1 Freanch patient.

These Belgian and French patients come from Stalsg XIII g. o

No epidemic has broken out at the camp. As for the sick,
it is & question mainly of digestive disorders. There are, in
addition, 17 cases of arrested tuberculosis among. the Yugoslavs,
and one case of active tuberculosis, an American,

» Fifty Yugoslavs are unfit for service; in present oircume
stances, they have no hope of being repetriated., The doctors

insist again that steps be taken to hospitelize the. seriously
wounded in neutral countries.

The quarantine hospital receives medicines from the detaine Sy b
ing Power in relatively sufficient quantities. On the other .
hand, i1t is almost impossible to receive articles for the dresgs-
ing of wounds, except a few cellulose dresasings. Fortunately,
the doctors have now, thanks to the shipments of the Red Crosas,
& smaell reserve of dressings. .

Most of the Americens are in good health; their few patients oo
are 11l with influenza; besides » 8ome newly arrived prisoners i -
have frozen feet, : - : R

As for the food, see the special paragraphs at the begine

that the number of Yugoslav patients will increase seriously
in the coming weeks, especially among the older officers, who :
cannot endure such under-nourishment, ]

Leisure and intellectual and spiritual needs:

"Religious services have been held regularly for all pria;

The Americans have received books from the Australian
spokesmen of Stalag XIII C.

' The orgenization of recreations does not function at prea-
ent; the prisoners, under-nourished, do not have any desire for
amusements. They are interested in food and in news,

Corre spondence s
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corpespondence with Serbia hag completely ceaaed.

I'he Americanu have all sent a pard snnouncing their cap=-

‘l;ure s -on errival at the camp.

Diseigline

Discipline iu good among the prisoners.

: Relationa betueen prisoners and German Authorities of tha
Oflag is alaso good, except with the captain of the ™Abwehr®
who does not seem to be well liked,

.They receive &t.present the regu-
lar preucribed forms Lfor thair oorrenpondenoe. _

'.l.'he leavea of the medical persomnel are regulation.

Sgecial caae.

Seoond Meutenant George E. Vaream, UsA Army' munber
01030621, was killed January 22, 1945, by a guard, while he

was going from one barrack to another; according to the Amer-

ican spokesmaen, the guard fired without good reason. The

affair is in the hands of the protocting Power.

Erisonersz

o All these. interviews . took place without witnesses.
:Delegato ‘was thus able to discuss freely all quastions mentioned

under the proceding headinga.

concluaion'

“the prime question at this’ ‘0flag is that of the obviously
It is not an exaggeration to say that the
s and it is to be deaslred that urgent relief

shipments of food reach them, for there 18 no hope of seeing

. :I.nsu.t‘ricient food. .
" prisoners are

'Interviow with the Spokeamen, the doctors and with several

the -German food rations improve ln the coming months.

‘Article -

Meat

Spread for bread
Cooking fat
Rahrmittel
Choese

Potato

Froah vegetable
Sugar ,
Coffee~-gubstitute
Tea=gubstitute

Mexrmeélade

Bread .
Rye flouwr
Seauerkraut

.Dried beet ohips

Julienn

Wheat ard
Prepared soups
Salt

The

Lo Oflag XIII B
Grm weelcl o
. Berore 2/11. ~After. 271'15_ . Difference .
250 220 30
150 130 20
68 60 B -]
250 230 20
625 50 12.5
. 3750 3300 450
600 300 300
175 155 20
17.5 17.6 -
i/ 7 -
175 156 20
2150 1850 300
b4 45
1756 145 )
90 80 3
30 -
25 ; 25
30 | -
70 70
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REQUEST FUR CLOTHING AND SUPPLIES

No. Pairg

SHOES Size No. Paire
' required Size . required
No. Pairs ‘ S
reqguired
) ——— et ——
4 8 1/2 AA 2 11 A 11 .
2 . B 14 B 1w
10 c 47 c 25
4 D o8 D 15
2 . E 34 - B 8
5 EE 32 EE 4
9 9 A 7 11 1/24 3
10 B 13 B 6
6 c 57 € 6
2 . B 100 D 20
8 22 E 7
24 EE 11 EE- 2
11 91/2 A 3 ‘ 12 A 4
156 AB 34 B 4
1 C 83 Y 3
4 D 117 D 8
32 E 27 - . EE
56 EE 10 12 1/2 B 1
- 19 10 A S D .3
10 B 16 : 13 A 3
2 c 50 : c 2
9 D 73 '131/2 D 1 -
37 E 13 14 A 2
70 EE 5 c 2
19 10 1/2 A 7
11 B 22
c 40
D 47
E 19
EE 3]
DRAWERS, Wool:
required: Size: . reauired:
299 28 .27
6591 30 367
1096 . 32 .661
606 34 372
493 56 60
6 38 19
- 64 40 2
]

——— e et £ @

P U



. 1 - i
UNDERSHIRTS, WOOL: -m",/"/j' TROUSERS: " _ !
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[ .o : . ..

.24, S .. 28/34. . . 30 .
146.. - ) 30/33. 367 P
7Y 31/33 ' 123
- 444 . o - LIRS 32/55 » 575
90 . - " 33/36 64
19 . 34/36 - 210
6 Lo . 36/3b S 40

. : - - 38/35 10 -
S ' . ' . . 40/36 . : 10

OVERCOATS:

SHIRTS, WOOL 0.D.: -

. &ize:: - . reguired: . . - _required:
14/32 B : | 10
12/1/2/55 248 119 .
16/33 ’ . 226 .16 (
16/3% . 200 219 ,
15 1/2/33 200 .gg
16 1/2/35 . 134

. P e &
- T 50 16
1

6/36 _ ; o 5
' ' : : a2 . |
6/1/2/33 .12 42 ‘
B 16(1/2/35 . 8 44

o - . 17/55 . 12 L . 35
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" Die Ridtigleit der thlmgungm .
von {for. T, 1 bis 4 befelnlgt:

M . _ (Unterfdrifs)
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